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Merrill P. Barber 
Vero Beach 

Member State Road Board 


The Palm Beach County Commissioners 
Join Other Florida Groups 

.... In Commending A Faithful 

Builder of Florida 

Members of the Palm Beach County Board extend a cooperative hand to this district's repre¬ 
sentative on the State Road Department Board. Mr. Barber has shown through his efforts 
that he has the interest of his district and the entire state at heart. It is this kind of co¬ 
operative effort that is building a greater Florida. 

Board of County Commissioners, Palm Beach County 


LAKE LYTAL, Chairman . . . PAUL RARDIN, Vice Chairman 
KENNETH P. FOSTER JOHN PRINCE 


C. Y. BYRD 
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Governor Warren’s Message... 


MY FRIENDS: 

This is your friend and your governor, Fuller Warren, 
bringing you a monthly report from Tallahassee, the state 
capital. 

Last month, I told you that Florida’s future was bright 
and that prospects were good for an excellent tourist sea¬ 
son and for accelerated development in agriculture and 
industry. Tonight, I am happy to tell you that during the 
month of November we have made concrete, substantial 
progress toward bringing Florida the industrial expansion 
needed to balance the state’s economy. I do not think I 
exaggerate when I tell you we have done more in the past 
month to get our industrial development program into 
high gear than in any single previous month in the state’s 
history. 

As all of us know, Florida has many resources and raw 
materials which are virtually unique to this state. Be¬ 
cause of this, various state and private agencies have been 
engaged in research for some years to find commercial 
and industrial uses for these resources and products. These 
research efforts have been highly successful in a number 
of cases, and some products which once were considered 
worthless are now helping produce industrial payrolls. 

And while the research laboratories were seeking better 
commercial uses for Florida products, such groups as the 
Florida State Chamber of Commerce, the State Adver¬ 
tising Commission and numerous private firms have been 
making diligent efforts to promote industrial development. 
But much of our industrial expansion program has been 
uncoordinated and for that reason it has achieved only 
nominal success up to this time, in spite of the hard work 
by the individuals and groups concerned. For example, 
we have not always been successful in translating the 
achievements of the laboratory into expanded industrial 
payrolls. This is only natural, for our experiment stations 
have no facilities for advertising their discoveries, nor are 
they equipped to do the financial research necessary to 
determine the best way of turning their successful experi¬ 
ments into successful industries. 

That is why we have organized the Florida Industrial 
Development Council. All of us know that eleven foot¬ 
ball players, no matter how good they may be as indi¬ 
viduals, won’t score any touchdowns unless they function 
as a team. For the first time, we are putting a team on 
the field to mobilize all our energies and all our knowledge 
in a coordinated and cooperative drive for new payrolls. 
Nine of the state’s most prominent business and industrial 
leaders have accepted appointments to the Council, and 
all of them have already shown they are ready to work 
together for a greater Florida. In addition, executive 
officers of such agencies as the Advertising Commission, 
the Agricultural Experiment Station, the Industrial and 
Engineering Experiment Station, the Geological Survey, 

Transcript of Governor Warrens Radio Report over a state¬ 
wide hookup Monday, November 28, 1949, at 8 pan. 



Governor Fuller Warren 


the State Chamber of Commerce, the Industrial Commis¬ 
sion, and the bureau of Economic and Business Research 
at the University of Florida will sit with the Council as 
ex officio members. 

The Council’s job will be to advise the State Improve¬ 
ment Commission, which is the agency with the primary 
responsibility for industrial development in Florida. I am 
sure that such men as McGregor Smith, Edward Ball, Carl 
Brorein, Irlo Bronson, Jack Frost, R. C. Millar, Clyde 
Middleton, A. D. Davis, and Robert R. Guthrie can give 
the Commission real assistance in attaining its goal. I 
submit we have assembled a team which can win the 
game. Every member of the Council and the agencies 
they represent can make a valuable contribution to our 
eventual success. For example, our splendid research 
agencies will continue and intensify their efforts to de¬ 
velop new uses for Florida natural resources, raw materials 
and agricultural products. Whenever they are able to report 
progress, other agencies with facilities for industrial and 
commercial promotion will take over the job. The tre¬ 
mendous aggregate of business and industrial know-how 
will, I am sure, be a positive guarantee that we will obtain 
the maximum economic benefit from future laboratory 
successes. 

As I said a moment ago, every individual and agency I 
have mentioned will have a specific assignment as part of 
the mobilization for payrolls team. The State Advertising 
Commission, for example, has for the first time inaugu¬ 
rated a separate advertising program to attract industries. 
I am glad to tell you that the first of these advertisements, 
published this month, has already brought in more than 
50 inquiries from businessmen and industrialists. This 
means that we already have 50 prospects for bringing new 
payrolls to Florida. The names of these prospective 
manufacturers already have been turned over to the State 
(Continued on Page 42) 
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SRD Dedicates 

__ & 

Information 

House 
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A month has passed since Florida’s 
first state-owned and operated tourist 
information center was formally dedi¬ 
cated and opened November 4, at the 
Georgia-Florida boundary line on 
U. S. Highway 17 in Nassau County. 

Purpose of the project is to give 
southbound tourists a pleasant first 
impression of the state, and this is 
exactly what the information center is 
doing. 

Let’s look at some figures. 

Shirley Rodgers of Fort Myers, di¬ 
rector of information service, chosen 
because of her fine personality and 
knowledge of the State, said for the 
first nine days a total of 253 automo¬ 
biles containing 584 persons, stopped 
at the center for information. 

Each day since November 13, the 
number of daily visitors has increased, 
and as the tourist season rapidly 
reaches the peak in a few more weeks, 
the number will materially increase. 

Each visitor is served a heaping 
glass of fresh orange juice as he enters 
the center. For the first month about 
150 gallons of orange juice were 
served—free of course to the visitors. 

What question is asked most? “I 
wonder why other states do not do 
exactly what Florida is doing here?”, 
is the typical question asked by the 
visitor. 

The next question. “Can you direct 
me to Miami?” 

Miss Rodgers said the most in¬ 
quiries do with the nearest and best 
route to Miami. The tourist also want 
to know what places to visit en route 
down the East Coast, and a great 
many of them plan to visit either the 

Top picture is Alfred A. McKethan, 
chairman of State Road Department, 
introducing the many dignitaries at the 
dedication; Governor Fuller Warren is 
shown in background. Center picture. 
Senator McArthur of Fernandina at the 
microphone. Bottom picture is a front 
view of the new, modern bureau of in¬ 
formation, located at the Florida-Geor- 
gia line at the St. Mary’s River, 30 miles 
north of Jacksonville. 
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West Coast or Central Florida after 
they spend a while in Miami. 

The aim of the average tourist is to 
get to Miami. Then from there they 
plan trips that will either take them 
to the Tampa-Sarasota area or north 
through the Ocala and Orlando sec¬ 
tions. In many cases they plan to see 
as much of the state on their tour as 
they can put into their vacation 
period. 

“Of course,” said Miss Rodgers, “I 
knew the center would attract a lot of 
attention, and prove to be of much 
value to the incoming tourists, but 
honestly, it has exceeded my most 
optimistic expectations.” 

Alfred A. McKethan, chairman of 
the State Road Department, whose 
department rushed the project to com¬ 
pletion for the opening of the 1949-50 
winter tourist season, also said the 
project's acceptance by the traveling 
public even exceeded his best hopes. 

“I was sure that it would be favor¬ 
ably received,” McKethan said, “but 
I must admit that it has gone over 
faster and more enthusiastically than 
I had anticipated in the first month 
of its operation.” 

McKethan wants other information 
centers built at the Georgia-Florida 
and Florida-Alabama state lines 
where tourists come into the state 
over principal highways. Gov. Fuller 
Warren concurs with McKethan that 
more should be built. 

Miss Margaret Flynn of Tallahas¬ 
see, and Miss Phyllis Ulrich of Fort 
Lauderdale, are Miss Rodgers' assist¬ 
ants. They too were selected for 
their fine personalities and their vast 
knowledge of the state. 

The center is open from 9 a.m. until 
(Continued on Page 46) 

Top picture is Governor and Mrs. Ful¬ 
ler Warren standing at the orange juice 
bar inside of the information house 
being served by Miss Phyllis Ulrich of 
Ft. Lauderdale, who is one of the three 
employees of the information house. 
Center picture, left to right, is Governor 
and Mrs. Warren, Senator Matthews of 
Jacksonville, Mrs. J. Glover Taylor, Mrs. 
Alfred A. McKethan, Senator Mc¬ 
Arthur, Mrs. Merrill P. Barber, J. Glover 
Taylor, SRD Board Member, Merrill P. 
Barber, SRD Board Member, Alfred A. 
McKethan, Chairman SRD. (The young 
lady, Martha Ann, is the daughter of 
Chairman and Mrs. Alfred A. Mc¬ 
Kethan.) Lower picture is an interior 
view of the information house. 
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History Along Florida Roads... 


JOHN W. GRIFFIN 

Archaeologist 
Florida Park Service 

History doesn't happen between the 
covers of books, it is merely recorded 
there. History happens to people— 
and it happens on the land. Seeing 
where history happened makes it 
more intimate and meaningful to us, 
and every time we traverse Florida's 
highways we pass innumerable spots 
of historic interest, even though we do 
not know them when we see them. 

It is the responsibility of the newly 
created Florida Board of Parks and 
Historic Memorials to preserve and 
interpret outstanding historic areas for 
the people of the State. We should, 
then, review the colorful story of 
Florida's past to determine how much 
of that story can be told on lands and 
memorials now held by the state, as 


well as how much of Florida's history 
is not represented in the present sys¬ 
tem. We wish to take you on a his¬ 
toric tour of Florida. 

The Indian Was First 

Had an Indian been standing atop 
what is now Turtle Mound State 
Monument on an April day in 1513 he 
might have seen the sails of the three 
ships of Ponce de Leon, as they 
coasted northward along the newly 
discovered shore. It is with this offi¬ 
cial discovery of Florida that our his¬ 
tory, as recorded in writing, begins. 
But our imagined Indian would have 
been standing atop an accumulation 
of shell and earth, marking centuries 
of human history unrecorded in 
writing. Thus, we begin our story of 
the history of Florida as seen on its 
landscape with the monuments of the 
Florida Indian. 

Turtle Mound is a large shell heap 


rising on the narrow strip of land be¬ 
tween the Atlantic Ocean and Mos¬ 
quito Lagoon. It is reached by fol¬ 
lowing the unpaved portion of Florida 
highway A1A south of New Smyrna 
Beach. Historically, this mound has 
been known from early days; it was 
indicated on the famous Le Moyne 
map in the sixteenth century. 

Another large Indian mound is pre¬ 
served as Madira Bickel Mound State 
Monument on Terra Ceia Island in 
Manatee County. This is a large 
mound of earth and shell of the cere¬ 
monial type with a ramp extending 
down one side. Some historians feel 
that this is the main mound of the vil¬ 
lage of Ucita visited by De Soto soon 
after his landing in 1539. Other his¬ 
torians are not certain of this inter¬ 
pretation. But the Madira Bickel 
Mound is, regardless of possible 
De Soto associations, an outstand- 



Photo (right) shows a portion of the Old King's Highway, in Flagler county near Bulow ruins, is one of the earliest roads in Florida 
which is still being used today. (Photo left) Sallyport at Fort Clinch State Park, near Fernandina. The surrounding park area offers 
deep sea fishing, an outstanding beach, intriguing sand dunes, and, for your exploration, a tropical jungle which was once the 
rendezvous of pirates. 
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Excavation at the site of an old Spanish mission, near Tallahassee. It is sometimes 
necessary to dig in order to recover Florida’s history. 


mg example of one kind of Indian 
mound found in Florida. 

There are at least a dozen smaller 
Indian sites on lands of the Florida 
Park Service. These are located on 
parks which were acquired for other 
purposes, mainly for recreational and 
scenic use. These sites will be pre¬ 
served and studied and will add to 
the story of the park in which they 
are located, but they are not impor¬ 
tant enough to be called State Monu¬ 
ments. In view of the great differ¬ 
ences in Indian sites at different times 
and in different places in the state, we 
do not now have representative sites 
for telling the entire story of the 
Florida Indian. We must remember 
that the Indian has been in Florida 
for many more years than the white 
man, and the long story of his life here 
cannot be told briefly. 

Days of the Conquerors 

Following the coming of the con¬ 
querors, Spain held Florida until 1763 
—well over two hundred years. The 
Florida Park Service, at the moment, 
has not a single important historical 
site from this significant first Spanish 
period! Fortunately, two of the most 
magnificent monuments of this period, 
the Castillo de San Marcos in St. 
Augustine, and Fort Matanzas near 
St. Augustine, are maintained as Na¬ 
tional Monuments by the National 
Park Service. It would seem obvious 
that more sites of this significant 
period of Florida history should be 
preserved. 

The British period, brief in dura¬ 
tion but important in impact, covering 
the years 1763 to 1783, is represented 
in Florida Park Service holdings but 
by a single site. In Tomoka State 
Park, Volusia County, are the remains 
of the Mt. Oswald plantation. Noth¬ 
ing is to be seen above the ground, 
but fragments of china and bricks that 
have been unearthed tell us some¬ 
thing of what was there. This plan¬ 
tation, one of the many settled during 
British times, was owned by Richard 
Oswald, a prominent Englishman who 
met with Franklin and Jay as a British 
representative in discussions on the 
treaty ending the American Revolu¬ 
tion. Important sites of the British 
period exist, but they are not in state 
ownership. 


After the brief twenty years of 
British rule, Florida was returned to 
Spain once again. Most of the settlers 
of the British period left, and their 
plantations returned to the jungle. 


Planters and Patriots 
During the first Spanish period lit¬ 
tle development of the state had been 
undertaken. Most efforts had been 
expended on military defense and 



Exhibit of materials recovered from an old Spanish mission, near Tallahassee. (Left to 
right) Dr. Mark F. Boyd, historian, Lewis G. Scoggin, director, and John W. Griffin, 
archaeologist, all of the Florida Park Service, and Mrs. Alberta Johnson, librarian, 
Florida Historical Society. 
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Famous Gregory Mansion, the main structural feature at Toney a State Park, located 
between Bristol and River Junction in northwest Florida, off State Road No. 20. The 
historic old house, approximately 114 years old, was the scene of many magnificent 
affairs before the War Between the States. 


mission activity among the Indians. 
In the second Spanish period, how¬ 
ever, large grants of land were made, 
primarily to British and American 
owners. One of the more intensive 
areas of settlement was along the 
Halifax River in Volusia County. 
U. S. Highway 1 passes near many of 
these historic sites. 

Parts of several of the Halifax 
region plantations are owned by the 
Florida Park Service. Perhaps the 
most striking ruins are those of the 
sugar mill at the Bulow plantation. 
Here, massive coquina ruins rise in 
the midst of a lush hammock. John 
James Audubon, who was the guest 
of Bulow in 1831, described the con¬ 
struction of additions to this sugar 
mill. Other out-structures and the 
location of Bulow’s plantation house 
are preserved on the same tract of 
land. 

Only a few miles from the Bulow 
plantation is a small coquina ruin 
which has been called a blockhouse, 
and near it is the tabby floor of an¬ 
other plantation house. These build¬ 
ings were on the plantation of John 
Addison. Excavations conducted here 


have revealed tools and broken china 
dating from the early nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. Between the plantations of 


Bulow and Addison, a short distance 
west of the Old Dixie Highway, is the 
tomb of James Ormond II, son of one 
of the early plantation owners. 

Although these plantations were 
settled during the second Spanish 
period, they continued in operation 
until the Seminole Wars. The change 
of flags from Spain to the United 
States had little immediate effect on 
these planters. They did, however, 
have to justify their Spanish grants to 
American examiners. 

The Florida Park Service possesses 
another site relating to the second 
Spanish period and the early years of 
American occupation. The plaza lot 
of Old Fernandina is of great interest, 
and although it appears that the fort 
which stood to the west of this plaza 
has been washed away, careful exca¬ 
vation may yet reveal many interest¬ 
ing details. 

While the plantations and towns of 
Florida continued to grow, relations 
with the Seminole Indians, which had 
not been too good from the very first, 
continued to deteriorate. With the 
steady influx of settlers into Florida 
the lands of the Indians were en¬ 
croached upon, many times in direct 
violation of treaties. This was the 


Ten miles north of Ormond, within the Tomoka State Park area, there stands today the 
historic ruins of an old sugar mill, all that is left of Bulowville, once the largest of 
sixteen plantations that flourished in the region of the Halifax river. Noble arches of 
aged coquina and great rectangular chimneys are almost lost amidst oaks and palmettoes 
and creeping vines. -Photo by Chester 
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pattern of most Indian relations of the 
United States in what has been called 
its century of dishonor, and the In¬ 
dians retaliated. The attempt to re¬ 
move the Seminole to Oklahoma 
brought forth even more resentment 
and dissatisfaction, and in December 
of 1835, this broke into open warfare. 

In a short period of time the pros¬ 
perous plantations along the Halifax 
were reduced to ashes, never, for the 
most part, to be reestablished and re¬ 
built. Thus the plantation ruins which 
we possess stand as monuments both 
to the plantation economy and the 
Indian wars. 

But we have a far more important 
site which stands as a monument to 
these troubled times. It is Dade Bat¬ 
tleground State Monument, a short 
distance west of Florida Highway 35, 
near Bushnell. This historic spot was 
the scene of one of the most complete 
annihilations ever suffered by Ameri¬ 
can forces, standing alongside the 
Alamo and Custers last stand in this 
respect. 

On the morning of December 28, 
1835, Major Francis Dade and his 
command of slightly more than 100 





officers and men were ambushed by a 
strong Indian force under the com¬ 
mand of Micanopy and Jumper. The 
fighting was savage, but one-sided. 
Surprise had been completely on the 
side of the Seminoles. When the 
smoke of battle cleared, Dade and all 
but three of his men lay dead. This 
tragic event completely overshadowed 
the pillaging of the Halifax planta¬ 
tions a day or two previously, and is 
generally taken as the opening en¬ 
gagement of the Seminole War. 

Statehood and War 

Even while territorial Florida con¬ 
tinued the struggle with the Semi¬ 
noles, the groundwork for political 
organization and statehood was being 
laid. In 1838 a constitutional conven¬ 
tion met at St. Joseph, and Florida’s 
first constitution was drafted. A 
monument, visible from U. S. High¬ 
way 98, commemorates this event. 
Peaceful development continued, and 
in 1845 Florida became a state. 

Two plantation homes, dating from 
ante-bellum days, symbolize the 
society and economy of the times. 
The Gregory mansion stands today 
high on a bluff overlooking the Apa¬ 



Visitors explore old underground pas¬ 
sageway under historic fortress at Fort 
Clinch State Park, Fernandina, Florida. 


lachicola River in Torreya State Park, 
although it was originally on the other 
side of the river, having been moved 
for purposes of preservation. 

The other home representing the 
period is Gamble Mansion State 
Monument, on U. S. Highway 41 
north of Bradenton. This building is 
usually thought of in terms of its 
association with events of the War 
Between the States, which will be 
referred to shortly, but it is also im¬ 
portant as a representative site of the 
ante-bellum period. 

Military development was not com¬ 
pletely dormant during the peaceful 
years. In 1842 a military reservation 
was established on the north end of 
Amelia Island, near Fernandina, and 
in 1847 construction was begun of 
Fort Clinch. This magnificent ex¬ 
ample of the brick fortification archi- 
(Continued on Page 47) 



Old gun mounts on historic fortress, Fort Clinch State Park, near Fernandina, over¬ 
looking Cumberland Sound, may he reached by U. S. Highway No. 17, to State 
Road No. 200. 

More Flags are believed to have flown over the Fort Clinch State Park—Fernandina 
area than anywhere else in Florida and perhaps in the United States with the possible 
exception of Texas. 

Besides the five flags of Florida, there were the Patriot’s flag, the Mexican flag, arid 
MacGregor s flag—known also as “The Green Cross of Florida ” 


DECEMBER 1949 


Eleven 






Road Builders’ Page... 


By JOHN A. LONG 

To each member of the State Road 
Board and to each member of the 
State Road Department family, the 
writer, on behalf of the officers and 
membership of the Florida Road 
Builders’ Association, extends his and 
their best wishes for a 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A JOY¬ 
OUS AND PROSPEROUS NEW 
YEAR. 

If the atmosphere of the annual 
convention of the American Associa¬ 
tion of State Highway Officials, meet¬ 
ing in San Antonio, Texas, and the 
Highway Conference of the American 
Road Builders’ Association, meeting 
in Washington, is any indication of 
1950’s road problems, we are going to 
need a lot of good cheer to dilute some 
of the worries facing national and 
state road authorities. 

Fortunately, we in Florida have 
most of our highway finance problems 
behind us, as a result of the past 
year’s legislative action and the Road 
Board’s program to bring the road 
program down to a current financial 
basis. We can therefore look to the 
next few years with more assurance 
of a large and progressive program, 
than can some of our sister states. 

Viewed nationally and especially 
considering the federal aid program, 
the picture is more serious, and is de¬ 
serving of much more public concern 
and active interest, if the federal-aid 
program, with its traditional emphasis 
on economy and technical excellence 
in planning, design and construction 
is not to go down under the onslaught 
of powerful private interests and 
pork-barrel’ political pressure being 
readied for launching upon the new 
Congress when it meets next month. 

There is no denying that our high¬ 
way systems, federal-aid, state, local 
and urban, are undergoing progres¬ 
sive destruction, under the pyramid¬ 
ing weight of increasing fast auto and 
bus traffic and a 250 percent increase 
in truck ton-mileage over 1940. Sur¬ 
veys being made in many states show 
an alarming cost estimate of needs— 


J. E. DODSON 

It is with deep sorrow that we 
record here the death on November 
19, of J. Enloe Dodson, of Miami, 
Florida. Mr. Dodson was for many 
years prominent in highway industry 
and association affairs in Florida, 
both with Belcher Oil Company and 
later as a partner in the Oolite Rock 
Company, in which he was serving as 
Sales Representative at the time of 
his death. Funeral services were 
held in the Shenandoah Presbyterian 
Church Tuesday, November 22, at 
3:00 P. M. With many others, we 
feel the loss of a good friend. 


just to bring our highways to the point 
that their accelerating and total de¬ 
struction can be prevented. 

But—alarming as these high costs 
are—this bill for repairs, the total na¬ 
tional and state highway-user tax is 
almost enough, (3.2 billions of dollars 
per year against a need of slightly 
over 4. billions), if these taxes were 
being used for highway purposes. As 
it is, the federal government is one of 
the chief offenders in diversion, col¬ 
lecting one billion dollars in gas and 
excise taxes, and appropriating one- 
half, or less, of that amount for high¬ 
ways. Most states, (and Florida is 
among the worst offenders) are di¬ 
verting stupendous sums paid by the 
motor car and truck owner, in high¬ 
way-user taxes. 

The extent of apprehension felt by 
state highway officials over the high¬ 
way situation, is well demonstrated in 
their action at San Antonio, the sub¬ 
ject of an editorial in BETTER 
ROADS magazine as follows: 

“MEMBERS of the American Asso¬ 
ciation of State Highway Officials 
spoke out clearly against two threats 
to America’s system of highways and 
streets in two resolutions adopted at 
the association’s San Antonio meeting. 
One resolution called on the petro¬ 
leum industries to abandon their 


policy of flatly opposing gasoline-tax 
increases needed to provide highway 
revenues. The other urged vigorous 
effort to protect the highways from 
the ruinous effects of overloading. 

“The petroleum industries, the 
highway officials pointed out, have 
apparently adopted an obstructionist 
policy opposing virtually any increase 
in gasoline taxes, however modest or 
however urgently needed, despite 
frequent and even greater increases 
during the same period in the sales 
price of gasoline to the highway users. 
In its resolution on vehicle sizes and 
weights, the convention called for the 
strictest enforcement of load limita¬ 
tion, including springtime restrictions; 
it also urged legal adoption of the 
association’s own size and weight 
standards by states with more liberal 
present limits. 

“The state highway officials spoke 
out as public servants charged with a 
duty—preserving a transportation 
system and providing reasonable serv¬ 
ice for the normal requirements of 
highway users. Like all other high¬ 
way administrators, they are caught 
in the squeeze between income and 
demand. And so they are forced, in 
the public interest, to combat at¬ 
tempts to restrict tax rates on the one 
hand, and efforts to relax load re¬ 
strictions on the other.” 

Get hold of a November issue of 
FORTUNE and read the two articles 
on highways. You will be proud of 
the clean bill of health given the 
whole highway program. You will be 
glad that a magazine of this caliber is 
taking up the highway question. 

Clark L. Sells, formerly of Shelly 
Tractor Company, has joined the sales 
staff of Square Deal Machinery & 
Supply Company. Mr. Sells will 
work from Ocala and will have coun¬ 
ties of Levy, Alachua, Putnam, Flag¬ 
ler, Marion, Volusia, Sumter, Lake, 
and Citrus under his jurisdiction. 

What counts is not the number of hours 
we put in, but what we put into those 
hours. 
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Florida Professional Engineers Meet... 


The Nominating Committee of the Florida 
Society of Professional Engineers has nomi¬ 
nated our own State Highway Engineer, 
Sam P. Turnbull, to be the next President of 
the Society. He was seated Friday, Nov. 11, 
and held his first directors meeting Nov. 12. 

The Department is proud of this signal 
honor to one of its own, and feels that it is 
well deserved. Quiet, easygoing and un¬ 
assuming in manner, Sam has the faculty of 
getting things done without a lot of fuss and 
bother. He commands the respect of his 
associates and enlists their enthusiastic co¬ 
operation. The result is an efficient display 
of teamwork that licks the problems and pro¬ 
duces highway facilities. As one example 
we might be pardoned for mentioning the 
November 12 Road Department contract 
letting of approximately $6,000,000—the 
largest single letting in Road Department 
history. 

In the exercise of this ability to plan and 
execute soundly, Sam will direct the ex¬ 
penditure of over $100,000,000 of highway 
improvements in the next three years. 

Since beginning work with the Road De¬ 
partment in 1926, Sam has occupied prac¬ 
tically every engineering job from Instru- 
mentman to State Highway Engineer. His 
connection with the Department has been 
unbroken except for one year with the 
Louisiana Road Department, during which 
time he acquired Mrs. Turnbull, and three 
years military service during World War II. 

During his period of military service he 
rose from the rank of First Lieutenant to 
Major, and served with high distinction in 
General Patton’s Third Armored Division, 
being awarded the Bronze Star Medal. 

Sam was born January 3, 1905 in Monti- 
cello. He and Mrs. Turnbull (the former 
Miss Alice Callegari of Cottonport, Louisi¬ 


ana) have four children: Sam, Jr., 15; Jane, 
10; Mary Catherine, 7, and Joel, 5. 

Other officers seated on November 12 
were: Vice President, E. A. Anderson, 
County Engineer, Dade County; Director, 
Southeast Section, Jules P. Channing, Pri¬ 
vate Practice, Miami Beach; Director, West 
Florida Section, Scott Reynolds, Assistant 
State Highway Engineer; National Director, 
John F. Reynolds; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Homer B. Scott. 

President Turnbull upon his acceptance 
to the highest position in the Society had 
published in the November issue of FPE 
Journal the following letter to its members: 

The engineering profession has become a 
field of specialists, involving many fields of 
engineering and all of these separate 
branches are further subdivided into special 
units of endeavor. For example—in highway 
engineering we have administration, plan¬ 
ning, traffic, both road and bridge design, 
specifications, drainage, construction, main¬ 
tenance, and many other special fields. 

Notwithstanding these special fields of en¬ 
deavor which we all recognize and come in 
contact with every day, there is one com¬ 
mon factor that we have had with us all of 
the time whether or not we stop to recognize 
it. This is the field of public relations. 

Public relations is as old as engineering 
itself but with engineers it has failed to keep 
pace with other branches of the profession. 
We engineers are prone to think of stresses 
and strains together with the other concrete 
aspects of the profession and pay little at¬ 
tention to the reactions of the public. In 
the democratic way of life we cannot con¬ 
tinue this practice and at the same time 
carry our profession forward. 

Public relations is a broad term embracing 
many different phases such as (1) relation- 



Sam P. Turnbull 


ship with Federal, City, County, and State 
officials, (2) relationship with contractors 
and material suppliers, (3) relationship with 
civic organizations, newspapers and with 
other professions, (4) relationship with our 
own profession and with the plain citizen. 
It is the ordinary citizen with whom we are 
constantly in contact and with whom we are 
most concerned since he is the basic unit of 
our society. 

There are numerous definitions of public 
relations but none better than “the art of 
making friends.” How are we going to ad¬ 
vance this art? By doing a good job, and 
(Continued on Page 47) 



Group picture of newly elected officers and directors of the Florida Society of Professional Engineers. First row, left to right, John 
Reynolds, national director; Joe Williamson, past president; Sam P. Turnbull, president; Homer B. Scott, secretary-treasurer. Second 
row, left to right, Scott Reynolds, director west Florida section; Austin Smith, committee chairman; Jack Brennen, director at large; 
Jules Channing, director southeast section. Back row, left to right, C. K. S. Dodd, chapter president; “Doc” Hartman, chairman 
membership committee; Joe Hawkins, chapter president; Paul Huddleston, chairman election committee. 
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Palm Beach County... 


Your first thought, naturally, is of the glitter and glamor 
of the magic words so well known throughout a weary 
world. But, there is another side to Palm Beach County 
not so well known to the millions of sun-devotees—that of 
agriculture. 

Up and down the East Coast of this glamorous county 
(just a stone’s throw from the bright city lights) is an 
agricultural empire which is growing each year to the 
point where millions of dollars worth of tender winter 
vegetables are harvested and sold in northern marts. 
Smart planning on the part of drainage district officials 
has brought many thousands in cold cash into this farming 
area. 

Then, of course, there is that vast agricultural empire 
on the shore of Lake Okeechobee in this county that has 
won world recognition as * a producer of 33 different 
vegetables during the winter months. Leading among the 
33 varieties are beans, celery, cabbage, sweet corn and 
potatoes. Harvested and shipped north during the dead 
of the winter season, these lush crops bring fancy prices 
to the growers. 

The vegetable industry is not alone in agricultural de¬ 
velopment in the county. The cattle industry is fast 
becoming an outstanding industry in the Lake Okeechobee 
Region. Thousands of pure bred cattle have been brought 
in and pastured on improved grasses. This plan has made 
thousands and thousands of dollars for the cattlemen. 
Each year the strains of cattle have been improved and 
now a majority is the improved type. 

On the East Coast of Palm Beach County many new 
dairies have been started and men with years of experi¬ 
ence in this particular industry have invested a great deal 
of money to get this industry on a paying basis. The 
Palm Beaches use all the products from the dairies in the 
southern part of the county. 

During the past winter enough vegetables were pro¬ 
duced in Palm Beach County to give three pounds apiece 
to every man, woman and child in the United States, bulk 
of this produce coming from the rich black muck lands 
of the Upper Everglades. Modern ’Glades farming has 
nothing in common with the storybook Everglades with 
its swamps, snakes and wild orchids in the moss-hung 
cypress. In less than two decades the ’Glades farmers 
have transformed the muck lands from an obscure place 
in American agriculture to its present top position. It is 
ranked first among the hundred leading vegetable-grow¬ 
ing counties in America by the federal census. 

More democratic, yet offering complete winter or sum¬ 
mer entertainment schedule, West Palm Beach, the county 
seat, has hundreds of fine hotel, apartment and home 
accommodations for its visitors. The annual Silver Sail- 


fish Derby sponsored by the West Palm Beach Fishing 
Club has become one of the outstanding angling com¬ 
petitions in the nation and attracts thousands of sportsmen 
anglers to the Gulf Stream every year. Cultural programs, 
one of the finest public park systems in Florida, recreation 
and entertainment designed to interest visitors from every 
section of the nation, are almost continuous. 

The sub-tropical climate—only section of its character in 
the United States—is influenced by the Gulf Stream, which 
almost touches the shore on the coast of the county. Pre¬ 
vailing Trade Winds from the Caribbean are warmed in 
winter and cooled in summer as they pass over the broad 
expanse of the stream, resulting in an average temperature 
variation of only 10 degrees between the two seasons. The 
coast of the county is the most easterly in Florida, jutting 
out into the Atlantic ocean. 

Entertainment has been one of the chief businesses of its 
people for years—and hundreds of state and national 
conventions have found an ideal meeting and recreation 
spot in this section of Florida. For those who combine 
state-wide sightseeing trips with their convention activities, 
Palm Beach County is conveniently situated regardless of 
the mode of travel. 
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“TAGGING” FLORIDA CARS 


By LeMoyne Cash 

When the first car license was sold in Florida in 1906 
probably no one suspected that less than 50 years later 
the number of automobiles in the State would zootn past 
the million mark. 

Yet on the basis of 1949 sales of over 950,000 tags and 
the rate of Florida's population increase, Motor Vehicle 
Commissioner Arch Livingston predicts over a million of 
the orange and blue 1950 plates will be sold. Anticipated 
revenue is $18,150,000, compared to the $592 taken in from 
the 296 licenses sold in 1906. 

At that time most people considered automobiles a 
"passing fad." The rattling, dust-raising, horse-scaring 
machines and their drivers were not to be taken too 
seriously. 

But the 1905 Legislature in passing Florida's first car 
registration law, saw the new curiosities as a serious 
menace to innocent pedestrians and horses and wrote these 
safety regulations: 

“A person operating (a car) shall give ample signal or 
warning of its approach and use every reasonable precau¬ 
tion to insure the safety of (persons or animals walking) to 
prevent frightening" them. 

“At request, or on signal by putting up the hand, from 
a person riding, leading or driving a restive horse (motor¬ 
ists shall stop), if traveling in the opposite direction, (long 
enough to allow) such horse or animal to pass, and, if 
traveling in the same direction, use reasonable caution in 
thereafter passing such horse or animal." But if the animal 
“appears badly frightened (the motorist shall, on request, 
stop his vehicle) so long as shall be reasonably necessary to 
prevent accident or insure the safety of others." 

The laws served to emphasize the public's growing 
motor-consciousness and as people decided the horseless 
buggy was here to stay, car registrations rose. County 
tax collectors began issuing metal tags in 1911 and the 
State took over in 1918, giving the Comptroller's office the 
job of selling license plates. All vehicle owners had to 
buy their tags from the State Capitol, either in person or 
by mail-order. 

In 1927 a separate agency, the Motor Vehicle Commis¬ 
sion, was set up to administer, among other things, the 
sale of tags at its Tallahassee office and in each county, 
at first through salesmen but later through county tax 
collectors. 

Not until 1988 was begun the system of designating 
counties of issuance by the first one or two numerals on 
the tags. The order was based on the number of license 
plates they sold in 1987, beginning with “1" assigned to 
Dade down to “67” for Liberty County. 

Leon County is the only place in the State where tags 
of two different designations are sold. Those bought at 
the tax collector's office begin with “18" and those at the 
MVC agency with “68." All State, county, municipal, 
public school, Boy Scout or church owned vehicles get 



VIRGINIA HAS FLORIDA’S NUMRER. Warner Brothers 
star, Virginia Maijo, holds a 1950 orange and blue Florida tag. 
Over a million of the plates are expected to be sold. 


this tag series for a special $2 rate. Replacements for lost 
tags begin with “90." 

As the types of cars, trucks, buses and trailers increased 
with the growth of motor transportation to a integral part 
in the economy of this nation, Florida license plate cate¬ 
gories were also increased. Now over 88 kinds of tags 
are sold, depending on the vehicle. In fact licenses are 
even sold for “goats" and “antiques," but not the tin-can¬ 
swallowing or period-piece varieties. In MVC definitions 
a goat is a flat-bed trailer contraption used in orange 
grove work and an antique is a vehicle over 20 years old. 

Florida tags are made of steel by inmates of Raiford 
prison at an average cost of about eight cents. But prices 
to private vehicle operators, as set by state law, range 
from $2.50 to as high as $636, based mainly on weight. 
Passenger capacity also figures in bus license costs. The 
highest priced 1949 tag went for $318 to a bus-owner for 
a half-year license. A full-year 1950 plate for the same 
vehicle will cost $636. For automobile tags the top price 
is $25, which licenses carry “WW" markings. 

At times one Florida license plate requirement has 
caused anxious moments for some state residents traveling 
in other parts of the country when they have been 
stopped by traffic officers asking, “Where's your front 
(Continued on Page 48) 
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HIS CHRISTMAS, let us give thanks to God, who guides our destiny, for the 
many blessings bestowed on America — free worship, free speech, free press, 
free ballot, free schools and free enterprise. As we pay homage to the birth 
of Christ in our churches and in our homes, around the festive board and 
Christmas tree, let us so value these privileges that we may ever be on the 
alert to defend cur freedom against tyranny. Let us by our actions and 
deeds give succor and courage to those less fortunate people who suffer 
from aggression and oppression. Let us pray that America forever stand a 
Christian bulwark before all the world. 


FLORIDA POWER CORPORATION 



This aerial view of the Miami Crushed Stone plant shows the complete production process, storage, and loading facilities. 


Miami Crushed Stone Company 


P. O. Box 6972 

On S.A.L. Ry. and F.E.C. Ry. 

4800 S.W. 72nd Avenue 


CORAL GABLES 
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Exploring The Wonderlands of Florida ... 


By WILLIAM Z. HARMON 

Naturalist, Florida Park Service 

(With Photograph bij the Author) 

Several generations ago two men pulled laboriously at a 
large cross-cut saw. 

Back and forth it went, slowly cutting its way through 
a big Cypress tree about six feet in diameter. 

It was a veritable swamp giant, and many days of hard 
labor and several good teams of mules would be required 
to deliver the trunk to the nearby sawmill at Marianna, 
Florida. 

The site was a low area near the Chipola river about 
three miles from Marianna. The site is now known as 
Florida Caverns State Park. 

Many decades passed, and slowly the stump yielded to 
the forces of Nature. Boring beetles, grubs, termites, 


worms, various plants, mosses, lichens, fungi and moisture, 
all special members of Nature’s wreck crew, each did its 
own special work. 

Crevices began to appear and the center portion of the 
Cypress stump seemed to decay more rapidly than the 
drier outer portion. Seeds that fell on the old stump 
began to stick in the rotted portions. Several vines, a 
Florida Elm, a Sugar Hackberry, a number of Oak-leafed 
Hydrangeas, and numerous other small plants took root 
in the rotting Cypress stump. 

This is one of the many interesting sites to be seen along 
the Nature trails at Florida Caverns State Park which can 
be reached over one of the many Highways in Florida. 
It may be found in the low flood-land, just below the sec¬ 
tion of the trail that runs along the Escarpment, an ancient 
ricky, cliff-like bank of the Chipola river. 


A pretty visitor at Florida Caverns State Park takes time out during a nature trail hike to watch and wonder at a Sugar Hackberry 
and Elm growing inside the stump of a Cypress tree. 
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S. R. D. Operations Report 


Report of Highway Engineer’s 
Office 

During November bids were received on 
approximately $ 6 , 000 , 000.00 worth of high¬ 
way projects on 300 miles of road, 2500 
feet of bridges, in 31 of the States 67 
counties. This was the largest contract 
letting in the history of the State Road 
Department. Bids were received November 
15th at the Columbus Hotel in Miami, in 
keeping with the Department’s policy of 
holding road lettings at various points in 
the State. 

Work planned for the remainder of the 
year consists of completing plans on the 
remainder of the budgeted items and hold¬ 


ing a small letting in Tallahassee just prior 
to Christmas on December 20th. 

Major projects on which bids were re¬ 
ceived consist of widening 9 miles of Road 
30 in Walton County; bridge and approaches 
over the Withlacoochee River on Road 6 
in Madison and Hamilton Counties; bridge 
over the Intracoastal waterway on Road 
A1A in Flagler County; widening and re¬ 
surfacing Road 10 in Suwannee County; 
paving 18 miles of Road 25 in Lake and 
Polk Counties; paving 8 miles of Road 20 
in Taylor County; paving 10 miles of Road 
15 in Martin County; paving 18 miles of 
Road 314 in Marion County; and widening 
and resurfacing 8 V 2 miles of Road 75 in 
Bay County. 


Maintenance — Electrical 

By E. C. De Garmo 

The electrical maintenance division of the 
State consists of six units covering the five 
divisions of the State extending from the 
Georgia-Alabama line to Key West. Each 
division has a unit, with two units cover¬ 
ing the large 4 th division which extends 
from Vero Beach to Key West. Head¬ 
quarters and warehouse for these units are 
located in Orlando, whence the forces are 
furnished technical information and the 
needed equipment and supplies for their 
various jobs. 

The work performed by these units covers 
a wide range. They have installed and main¬ 
tained all electrical work on the State Way- 
side Parks, Prison Camps, State Mainte¬ 
nance offices, shops warehouses and other 
buildings connected with the maintenance 
department. All power and lighting in the 
new Welcome Station and Wayside Park at 
the Georgia-Florida State Line, State Road 
6 U. S. 17, was installed by the unit stationed 
in Jacksonville. 

Also performed by these units is the 
electrical maintenance on all State operated 
draw bridges. This consists of motors, 
brakes, switchboards, panels, cables and 
wiring to connect and operate this equip¬ 
ment. On bridges built back in 1913, 1920 
and 1926 the old obsolete equipment is be¬ 
ing replaced with new modern equipment so 
that we can secure replacements parts within 
a short period. 

A part of the remodeling program is the 
installation of electrical equipment in place 
of gasoline motors to operate the draw 
spans. One recent conversion was from a 
hand operated swing span to one elec¬ 
trically operated at the Oklawaha River 
Bridge on S.R. 40. Bridges at Indian Key, 
Cocoa and Banana River come under this 
heading, and the equipment and material 
for this change is now on order. With this 
change comes electric lights to replace the 
old kerosene lights. On bridges at Blounts- 
town and West Bay the kerosene lights will 
soon be a thing of the past, while Lynn 
Haven now has a complete set of electric 
navigation lights, operated by electricity 
and controlled by a time clock to burn the 
lights at the designated hours. 

As a safety measure the various crews 
have been instructed to install complete 
interlocking circuits and warning light 
systems on bridges in their respective di¬ 
visions. Interlocking circuits insure the 
public that the operator has to have all 
warning equipment in operation and safety 
gates lowered before he can operate the 
draw span. As a warning system the depart¬ 
ment has been building alternate flashing 
signals with constant ringing bells to notify 
the public of the bridge opening. 


Bridge Division 

Report of Operations for November, 1949 


During the month of November, the bridge office completed plans for the following 


7 projects with 

general work in progress 

on a total of 15. 

Section-Job 

Road 

County 

Type and Location 

1304-201 

684 

Manatee 

Special drainage structure 

3202-202 

135 

Hamilton 

200-foot concrete and steel trestle over Hun¬ 
ter Creek 

6111-201 

279 

Walton 

90-foot secondary trestle 

5701-203 

10 

Okaloosa 

Widen Baggett Creek Bridge 

8801-203 

5 

Indian River 

284-foot steel and concrete overpass FEC 
tracks at Oslo 

9375-113 

809 

Palm Beach 

2 concrete bridges—105 feet on Military Trail 
road 

8803-104 

502 

Indian River 

1514-foot steel and concrete bridge over In¬ 
dian River at Vero Beach including electrically 
operated double-leaf bascule draw span 



Section 1405, Rood 35, Pasco County Owensboro overpass showing general scenes of 
wreckage and clearing operations after wreck of Atlantic Coast Line and Seaboard Air 
Line freight trains. 
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We have over ninety electrically operated 
and lighted bridges in the State of Florida. 
Some are new but others date to 1913. Old 
or new, they have to be kept in top condi¬ 
tion and all crews are on twenty-four hour 
call duty to insure this. Each unit consists 
of two men, a truck and necessary tools and 
equipment to take care of their respective 
duties. These units are highly mobile and 
can be moved to any division on very short 
notice; and by moving in several units 
either during or after a storm, we can have 
our electrical system back in operating con¬ 
dition very shortly. 

Since the majority of our bridges are 
electrically operated we have found it neces¬ 
sary to build up auxiliary power units to 
operate our draw spans during any emer¬ 
gency period. We have two of these 
movable units mounted on low-bed goose¬ 
neck trailers drawn by a two ton tractor 
truck. Each unit consists of a 150 H.P., 
6 -cylinder gasoline engine directly connected 
to a 62.5 KVA, 50 KW at .8 Power Factor, 
1200 RPM, 230 Volt, 3 Phase, 60 Cycle, 
alternate current generator, with “V” belted 
excitor and damper windings, radio shielded. 
The generator neutral is brought out making 
it possible to obtain 115 Volt current for 
lighting and small tool use. Also included 
on the generator is a complete switchboard 
consisting of voltmeter, ammeter, ammeter 
transfer switch, excitor field rheostat, volt¬ 
age regulators, circuit breaker and syn¬ 
chronizing lamps. These units have proved 
their worth during the storm or hurricane 
season. By moving a unit to a bridge or 
group of buildings we can check and repair 
our equipment long before the power com¬ 
panies have restored the electric service. 
During our last hurricane these units were 
moved to the storm area and worked so 
efficiently that only slight delays were ex¬ 
perienced by the boat and highway traffic. 

Rights of Way Division 

During the month of November the 
Right of Way Division lias received maps 
on seven new State and Federal Projects. 

Additional information was received on 
borrow pits, ditches, storm sewers, et cetera, 
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on fourteen other projects. This informa¬ 
tion has been added to the original rights of 
way maps by this Division. 

Twelve contracts and location maps have 
been prepared by this Division for negotia¬ 
tion with the counties and municipalities in 
which these projects are located, to obtain 
agreement of the local governing agencies 
to furnish title searches and to procure the 
necessary lands. 

Four hundred and nineteen instruments 
have been prepared by the division’s ab¬ 
stractors in November, and have been for¬ 
warded to Right of Way Agents in whose 
territories the projects are situated. 

Division of Tests 

The following report covers the major 
activities of the Division of Tests for the 
month of November, 1949. 

Cement in the amount of 9,999 bbls. was 
tested and inspected at the source while a 
total of 59 tests were made on individual 
samples of cement consisting of 3 chemical 
analyses, 15 alkali determinations, and 36 
complete physical tests. 

Concrete mixing water required 7 indi¬ 
vidual tests consisting of 4 chemical analyses 
and 3 complete physical tests. 

A total of 117 tests were made on fine 
aggregate consisting of 13 complete tests, 
52 gradings, 2 elutriations and 50 organic 
impurities determinations. 

A total of 443 tests were made on coarse 
aggregate consisting of 416 gradings, 20 
unit weight determinations and 7 abrasions. 

Concrete cylinders numbering 547 were 
tested to determine the compressive 
strength. 

Six concrete mixtures were designed and 


furnished Project Engineers for use on their 
respective projects. 

A total of 698 guard rail posts were tested, 
inspected and stamped at the source. 

One sample of concrete curing compound 
was tested to determine if it was acceptable 
for use in curing concrete. 

Two samples of brick were tested com¬ 
plete. The tests on these samples required 
measurement, compressive and flexural 
strength and absorption test. 

During the past month a total of 15,380 
lineal feet of concrete culvert pipe was 
tested, inspected and stamped at the source. 

A total of 4 samples of corrugated metal 
pipe were tested. 

Concrete pipe samples amounting to 35 
were tested to determine the per cent ab¬ 
sorption. 

Reinforcing steel amounting to 123,183 
pounds was tested and inspected at the 
source while 32 individual samples were 
given the complete physical tests. 

1,438 lineal feet of guard rail was in¬ 
spected, tested and sampled at the source. 

A total of 600 tests were made on lime- 
rock, consisting of 514 chemical analyses 
and 86 gradations. 

The individual tests on paints amounted 
to 36, consisting of 7 pigment and vehicle 
determinations, 2 volatile matter determina¬ 
tions, 10 pigment analyses, 7 weight deter¬ 
minations, 7 drying time determinations, one 
toughness, and 2 viscosities. 

A total of 374 individual tests were made 
on bituminous materials, consisting of 236 
viscosities, 58 penetrations, 25 bitumen 
solubles, 21 distillations, 7 flash points, one 
float, 2 loss determinations, 6 specific 
gravities, 6 softening point determinations, 
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6 ductilities, 2 insoluble in benzol deter¬ 
minations, 2 coke residues and 2 creosote 
distillations. In addition to the above 5 
emulsified asphalt samples were tested com¬ 
plete. 

Mineral filler used in asphaltic concrete 
required 3 individual tests, consisting of 2 
gradations and one specific gravity. 

Mineral aggregates required 78 individual 
tests consisting of 7 specific gravities and 71 
gradations. 

The tests on bituminous pavement re¬ 
quired 4 each laboratory thickness deter¬ 
minations. 

A total of 83 individual tests were made 
on bituminous mixtures, consisting of 40 
extractions, 40 gradings, and 3 Hubbard- 
Field stability tests. Three mixes were de¬ 
signed and furnished Project Engineers for 
use on their respective projects. 

One sample of premoulded joint filler 
was tested complete. 

A total of 529 individual tests were made 
on soils, which includes the following: 37 
gradings, 37 sand, silt and clay determina¬ 
tions, 171 bearing value determinations, 37 
liquid limits, 37 plastic indices, 36 centrifuge 
and moisture equivalents, 36 field moisture 
equivalents, 32 volumetric changes, 32 lineal 
shrinkage limits, 32 shrinkage ratios, 9 
Proctor determinations, and one blend. In 
addition to the above 3 soil cement mixtures 
were designed and furnished. 

Representatives of this Division inspected 


2,840 lineal feet of piling and 56,536 F.B.M. 
of lumber before treatment, and 2,530 lineal 
feet of piling and 5,297 F.B.M. lumber dur¬ 
ing and after treatment. 

During the past month 3 transport tanks 
used in transporting bituminous materials to 
State Road Department projects were cali¬ 
brated by representatives of this Division, 
and the Department will be reimbursed 
$74.45 which represents the actual cost of 
these calibrations. 

During the month of November repre¬ 
sentatives of this Division travelled 3,579 
miles to make 1,079 base and pavement 
thickness determinations, 1,079 road width 
determinations, and straight-edge and tem¬ 
plate 41.5 miles of road to see that it com¬ 
plied with the Department’s specifications. 

During the past month representatives 
from this Division travelled 2,020 miles and 
assisted in designing and controlling bitu¬ 
minous mixtures at Live Oak, West Palm 
Beach, Chief land, Miami, Blountstown and 
Jacksonville. 

During the month of November this Di¬ 
vision handled the properly authorized test¬ 
ing for Project 1500-102, which consisted of 
the following materials and their respective 
costs of testing: One concrete design mix, 
Air Entrained, $27.50; a laboratory grada¬ 
tions of coarse aggregate, $5.50; 2 complete 
physical laboratory tests of fine aggregate, 
$27.50; 850 bbls. of cement, $26.52; 25 con¬ 
crete cylinders tested in compression, 


$43.75; 6 gradations of fine aggregate at the 
source, $15.00; 6 organic impurities tests, 
$10.50; and 10 gradations of coarse aggre¬ 
gate at the source, $27.50; also one unit 
weight determination $2.00. These costs of 
testing amount to $185.77, for which the 
General Auditor will be furnished an 
itemized statement to be submitted to 
Pinellas County for reimbursement to the 
Department. 

Division of Research and 
Records 

Inventory and Mapping 

Office: With the end of the year near at 
hand the necessity for bringing all maps and 
records up to a current status is demanded. 
Therefore, every effort was made to con¬ 
centrate on routine requirements of State 
and County maps, state road designations, 
straight line diagrams, bridge index maps, 
municipal plats, urban area maps, road and 
bridge tabulations, etc. 

A limited amount of special work was 
done in preparing special maps and charts 
for the State Highway Engineer, as well as 
sign charts for the State Maintenance En¬ 
gineer. 

The preparation of maps and tabulations 
for expanding the Federal Aid Secondary 
System was continued. 

Field: In addition to the regular inven¬ 
tory of current state construction Field En¬ 
gineers are at this time making their annual 
contact with counties and municipalities for 
the purpose of recording changes and addi¬ 
tions to county road and city street mileages. 
This is required in order that such statistical 
reports may be made to the Bureau of Public 
Roads in Washington. 

Aerial Mapping: Maps of Bay, Gulf, 
Franklin, Pinellas and Wakulla Counties 
were sent to the printers for lithoprint repro¬ 
ductions to a scale of one half inch equals 
one mile. Maps of Flagler, Hernando and 
Palm Beach Counties are in final stages of 
completion. Map manuscript of Seminole 
County was completed and is ready for field 
inventory. 

Traffic Section 

Signs and Signals: Seventeen field in¬ 
vestigations were made and eight reports 
written on sign and traffic signal requests 
received from Counties and Municipalities. 

Special Jacksonville Survey: All office 
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analyses pertaining to the special origin and 
destination survey conducted on the two 
bridges over St. Johns River in Jacksonville 
were completed during the month, and the 
results forwarded to the Engineering Firm 
of Coverdale and Colpitts for their analysis 
and report. 

Improvement Record on State Maintained 
Roads: In addition to other information, 
this record shows where improvements are 
most urgently needed on the State Main¬ 
tained System based upon factual data. 
These records are now being brought up to 
date and tabulations will be made available 
to assist them in preparing the 1950 Budget. 

Cost Accounting and Finance 

Road Life Section: The routine operation 
of this Section consisted of recording cost 
records of construction and maintenance by 
Road Sections, assigning section and job 
numbers, and historical records on all con¬ 
struction operations for every section of the 
State Maintained System required by the 
Bureau of Public Roads for the development 
of Road Life Studies. 

Finance Section: In addition to the 
routine monthly Finance Reports, a special 
report on all Road, Bridge and Ferry Toll 
Facilities in the state was prepared and sub¬ 
mitted to the Bureau of Public Roads. 

On request of a Road Board member a 
special financial report was furnished for his 
Division. 

Activities in Second Division 

The many tourists and local residents in 
the Jacksonville area are no doubt extremely 
happy to note that a resurfacing job has 
been started in improvement of SR No. 15 
(Main Street) in Jacksonville. This work will 
consist of a leveling course and surface 
course of asphaltic concrete and will ex¬ 
tend from Bay Street at the foot of Main 
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Street Bridge north to 35th Street. The 
work has been contracted by Duval Engi¬ 
neering & Contracting Company and in¬ 
cluded in the contract is the work of apply¬ 
ing an asphaltic concrete surface course on 
SR 5 from Road A1A to South Main Street 
in Jacksonville. 

The work of reworking and widening SR 
55 from Chiefland to the Suwannee River 
at Fannin Springs has been started by the 
contractor, W. H. Armston Company, Inc. 
This job will be a major improvement in the 
U. S. 19 Highway route from Tallahassee 
to St. Petersburg. The existing limerock 
base is to be widened from 19 feet to 24 
feet and is to have a Type 2 Surface 
Treatment. The roadbed is to be widened 
and regraded in keeping with the new pave¬ 
ment design and the finished construction 
will have the appearance and riding qualities 
of new construction throughout. It is pro¬ 
posed to handle the traffic through the job 
during construction as no detour will be 
provided. The length of the job is 8.79 
miles and the contract is in amount of 
$185,544.00. 

In addition to the above, another im¬ 
provement to U. S. 19 has been started this 
month between Chiefland and Otter Creek. 
The Macasphalt Corporation of Lakeland 
has a contract in amount of $111,381 for 
applying an asphaltic concrete surface 
course, Type I, variable thickness, over the 
existing surface treated base. It will be 
recalled by those that have travelled this 
particular section that the original construc¬ 
tion provided a 3 foot median strip of plant 
mixed asphalt surface material raised ap¬ 


proximately IV 2 inches above the riding 
surface of the pavement. The proposed 
new surface will meet the grade of the old 
separation strip and will provide a standard 
crowned pavement for the entire pavement 
width. The length of this work is 12.48 
miles. 

This Division expects to have several 
major jobs get underway during December 
as a result of the awards made at the open¬ 
ing of bids on November 16, 1949. 

Our Second Division office building in 
Lake City has just received a complete 
interior redecorating job consisting of light 
green walls, pearl gray trim, and resanded 
and refinished oak floors. The office force 
is very proud of the fine job obtained and 
cordially invite the inspection of visitors 
when in this area. 

Happenings in the Third 
Division 

By W. Pierce Bledsoe 

Dry and balmy weather continued 
through November in the Division and sev¬ 
eral jobs were completed and accepted by 
the Road Department. 

Among the jobs completed was Federal 
Aid Secondary Project No. 168(1), consisting 
of 19.4 miles of SBRM Pavement 18 feet 
wide and extending from Beacon Hill to 
Wewahitchka in Gulf county. This job was 
started in June 1947 and considerable un¬ 
favorable working conditions were encoun¬ 
tered due to excessive rains and low flat 
terrain. A very satisfactory job was ob¬ 
tained in spite of the above conditions. 
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Smith Engineering & Construction Co., of 
Pensacola, was the general contractor. The 
work was begun under the direction of C. 
B. Dunn, Jr., and was completed under O. 
L. “Moe” Mizell. 

Faulk and Coleman, of Cocoa, recently 
completed State Job No. 5175-101, consist¬ 
ing of 10.5 miles of 18 foot SBRM paving, 
extending from State Road 71 to Willis 
Landing in Gulf county. O. L. Mizell was 
Project Engineer. 

Caddell & Jackson, Jacksonville, recently 
began State Job No. 4604-110 on Road No. 
75, from Panama City north to Bayou 
George. This job, which is 8.5 miles in 
length, is to consist of rebuilding and widen¬ 
ing from 18 feet to 24 feet. The widening 
will be of soil cement and the new base will 
be of Sand Clay with Type 2 Surface 
Treatment. The present road is concrete 
pavement. O. L. Mizell is Project Engi¬ 
neer. 

The division drafting room, under the 
supervision of Wesley H. Seay, Division 
Location Engineer, has been working over¬ 
time a lot lately in order to speed up com¬ 
pletion of several sets of plans on jobs to be 
built throughout the division in the near 
future. Ernest Cox, who has been working 
on construction as an Instrumentman with 
J. S. Hall, Project Engineer at Bonifay, is 
now assigned to the Drafting Room force 
in the Division Office. 

C. & E. Construction Co. of Lakeland, 
and A. F. Rich Construction Co. of Talla¬ 
hassee, are nearing completion on the Leon 
county-wide road program. 

Another job completed recently is FAS 
88(1) (State Job Nos. 5517-201 and 5902- 
201) on SR 369 which embraces 13V2 miles 
from Crawfordville in Wakulla county to 
end of pavement in Leon. The road is 24 
feet wide and is of 16 inch SBRM construc¬ 
tion. Caddell & Jackson, of Jacksonville, 
was the contractor with D. A. “Jack” Camp¬ 
bell as Project Engineer. 

W. L. Farrior, Jr., Project Engineer, better 
known as “Bill,” who has been on construc¬ 
tion for the past year or more, is now in 
charge of a newly organized location party. 

John Sanders, Engineer Inspector of 
Pensacola, has returned to work with the 
Road Department after a 60 day leave of 
absence to assist the Santa Rosa Island 
Authority. 

The Division Office personnel arid their 
families, together with the Chipley High¬ 
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way Patrol force and their families, were 
amply entertained Wednesday, November 
23, at Blue Lake, a resort south of Chipley. 
Oysters, all styles, and fish with all the 
trimmings were served under the direction 
of Mrs. Agnes Hudson and Mr. Olan Fer¬ 
guson. The occasion was highlighted by 
several impromptu speeches. From the re¬ 
ports of those attending a very enjoyable 
time was had by all. 

Fourth Division 

The monthly Road Board meeting was 
held in Fort Lauderdale on November 14th. 
The following day the largest road and 
bridge letting in the history of the Depart¬ 
ment was held at the Columbus Hotel in 


Miami. In connection with this dual ar¬ 
rangement the activities on the lower East 
(Gold) Coast were greatly accentuated. The 
bids received for work throughout the state 
totaled approximately $5,500,000 and the 
greatest number of contractors, material sup¬ 
pliers and equipment dealers to be repre¬ 
sented at any letting were present. 

The Riviera Bridge and Causeway span¬ 
ning Lake Worth from the mainland to 
Singer Island was dedicated on November 
11th, Armistice Day, and one of the largest 
gatherings to attend such a ceremony was 
present. Prior to the dedication ceremonies 
the speakers and notables were escorted to 
the bridge site by several bands, National 
Guard and Navy Reserve units. As the old 
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wooden structure had succumbed to the 
ravishes of the fall hurricane, making the 
only means of access to Singer Island that 
of an alternate route at the North end of 
the Island, completion of the new $800,000 
bridge was built with joy and the dedication 
ceremony was a gala occasion. 

It is anticipated that the Baker’s Haulover 
Bridge and approaches on Road A1A in 
Dade County will be completed by Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1950. This will release the Main¬ 
tenance Engineer Crews of a continuous 
headache as the existing bridge and road¬ 
way are subject to the action of the At¬ 
lantic Ocean. The roadway has to be re¬ 
paired after each high tide and light winds 
as its location is on the dune adjacent to 


the ocean’s edge. The new bridge is in¬ 
land from the ocean and spans the Haulover, 
which connects the ocean with upper Bis- 
cayne Bay, at a vertical clearance of 35 feet 
above mean low water. The approaches 
and roadway to the bridge pass through the 
Town of Bal Harbour and the $2,000,000 
Haulover Park which is being developed by 
Dade County. Haulover Park affords rec¬ 
reation facilities of all types including those 
for bathing, picnic lunch, charter boat fish¬ 
ing, ample parking and most anything de¬ 
sired by the tourist or the homefolks. The 
completion of the Baker’s Haulover job will 
add to the State Road System one of the 
most modern dual lane highways and high 
level bridges. 


Plans and Surveys 
Report for November 

1. Jobs being processed for receipt of bids in December: 


County 

Job No. 

Road 

Description 

Manatee 

1304-201 

684 

Cortez to Road 45 

Hardee 

0603-201 

64 

Rd. 650—Highlands County Line 

Highlands 

0908-201 

64 

Avon Park—Hardee County Line 

Gilchrist 

3103-107 

49 

Levy County Line—Trenton 

Levy 

3402-101 

49 

Gilchrist County Line—Chiefland 

Hamilton 

3201-2 

25 

White Springs—Genoa 

Hamilton 

3202-202 

135 

Road 6 to FAS-44 

Bay 

4604-2 

75 

Bridges 26, 27, 28, 29 

Gulf 

5101-2 

30 

Thru Port St. Joe 

Jefferson 

5410-201 

146 

Monticello—NE 

Jefferson 

5403-3 

57 

Drifton Overpass 

Wakulla 

5912-103 

61 

Wakulla Springs—Leon County Line 

Leon 

5512-103 

61 

Leon County Line—Rd. 369 

Okaloosa 

5701-203 

10 

Santa Rosa County Line—Walton County Line 

Palm Beach 

9375-113 

809 

Boynton Rd.—Lake Worth Rd. 

Palm Beach 

9312-201 

80 

20 Mile Bend—Bridge 44 

Indian River 

8803-104 




8803-201 

502 

Vero Beach Causeway 

Citrus 

0201-3 

45 

North of Inverness 

Polk 

1603-112 

555 

Bartow—Winter Haven 

Duval 

7205-110 

13 



7212-104 

15 



7216-109 

21 



7217-902 

211 

South Jacksonville & Ortega 

Indian River 

8804-108 

(507 & 512) 

Sebastian—Fellsmere 

Martin 

8907-105 

710 

Road 76—NW 

Okeechobee 

9107-902 

66 & 

St. Lucie County Line— 


9109-901 

70 

Okeechobee 

St. Lucie 

9407-106 

68 

Ft. Pierce—West 

Lake 

1109-903 

561 

Clermont—Road 33 

Brevard 

7006-903 

A1A 

Melbourne Beach—South 

Seminole 

7707-901 

419 

Oviedo—Orange County Line 

Volusia 

7908-901 

A1A 

Ormond—Flagler Beach 

2. Jobs on 

which bids were received in 

November and bids tabulated. 

County 

Job No. 

Road 

Description 

Walton 

6001-201 




6001-106 

10 

Between the Okaloosa-Walton Co. Line 

Suwannee 

3701-201 

10 

Between the Suwanee River & Live Oak 

Lake 

1120-205 

25 

North of Minneola 

Polk 

1618-203 

25 

North of Plaines City 

Polk 

1618-303 

25 

South of Roads Nos. 25 & 600 and a point 0.6 




mile north in Haines City 

Lake 

1120-206 

25 

South of Leesburg 

Lake 

1101-206 

44 

Between Sumter-Lake Co. Line & Leesburg 

Putnam 

7606-201 


Between a point approximately 3.6 miles SW 

St. Johns 

7805-201 

206 

of Hastings and Hastings 

Taylor 

3803-201 


Between a point approximately 6 mi. E. of 
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Lafayette 

3301-201 

20 

Martin 

8905-201 

15 

Marion 

3602-201 

314 

Lake 

1119-201 


Marion 

3609-201 

19 

Madison 

3205-201 


Hamilton 

3502-201 

6 

Flagler 

7302-202 

11 

Polk 

1612-101 


Alachua 

2614-104 


Union 

3906-103 

241 

Bradford 

2801-901 


Bradford 

2801-111 


Clay 

7103-901 


Duval 

7214-901 

200 

Columbia 

2901-106 

10 

Broward 

8610-106 


Dade 

8714-108 

7 

Okeechobee 

9102-108 

15 

Polk 

1601-901 

600 


1609-902 

17 

Hendry 

0701-905 

80 

Polk 

1613-903 

60 & 


1615-902 

630 

Madison 

3575-103 

475 & 
480 

Nassau 

7410-101 

108 

Palm Beach 

9314-903 

716 

Hernando 

0801-901 

45 

Dade 

8714-107 

7 

Sumter 

1807-901 

44 

Hamilton 

3207-101 

143 

Pinellas 

1510-110 

699 

Monroe 

9006-902 

5 

Polk 

1628-104 

542 

Leon 

5518-116 


Walton 

6002-106 

30 

Osceola 

9203-104 

500 

Alachua 

2618-108 


Palm Beach 

9310-109 

25 

Santa Rosa 

5806-104 

89 


5813-102 

57-3 


Perry and a point 300 feet E. of Taylor- 
Lafayette County Line 

Between Martin-Palm Beach County Line & 
Chancey Bay 

Between SR 40 and Salt Springs 

Between intersection of SR 445 & 19 and 

SR 40 

Over Withlacoochee River between Madison 
and Jasper 

Over Intercoastal Waterway 

Farmers’ Market in Bartow 

Approaches and bridge across Santa Fe 

River 


Between north intersection of Hamilton Cut¬ 
off and Road No. 228 at Maxville 
Between Suwanee Co. L. & pav’t in L. City 
Between Rd. 814 and point 9.038 mi. S. and 
between Rd. 84 & point 8.765 mi. South 
Between S. City Limits of Okeechobee & 
SR 78 

Sections in Lakeland 
in Haines City 

Between Lee Co. L. and point in LaBelle 
On Rd. 60 between Kissimmee R. and NW 
On 630 between Rd. 60 and SW 
Between Cherry Lake and Road No. 10 in 
Greenville 

In Hilliard on Second Street 
Between Rd. 80 at 20 Mile Bend & NW 
Between Brooksville and Citrus Co. Line 
Streets in Miami 

Road No. 35 near Wildwood and Road 468 

Between Georgia Line and point SW 

Walkways for Johns Pass Bridge 

Bridges over Tea Table Key Channel and 

Lignum Vitae Channel 

Between Winter Haven and Dundee 

At Fla. A & M College and F.S.U. 

Between Road 83 and 9.121 miles West 

Between Ashton and Holopaw 

At Fla. Farm Colony 

Between Hendry Co. L. and South Bay 

Between Jay and Ala. State Line 

Between Brown’s Fish Camp and Road 10 
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Agents—KEUFFEL & ESSER CO. 

Jacksonville, Florida 


VALENCIA GARDEN 

SPANISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAVERN 

811 Grand Central Avenue 
Phone H-3773 

TAMPA — FLORIDA 


CRYSTAL ICE WORKS 

BARTOW ♦ FLORIDA 


Miller Machine Co. 

AUTO PARTS JOBBERS AND 
ENGINE RE-BUILDERS 

Member: National Standard Parts Assn. 

325-333 West Central Avenue 

ORLANDO FLORIDA 


For positive action on clearing weeds 
from roadside and drainage ditches—- 
consult— 

WALKER FERTILIZER 
COMPANY, INC. 

Telephone 6771 
Orlando, Florida 


3. Necessary field inspections were made in company with the Bureau of Public Roads 
representatives. 


Federal Aid 

During the month of November field reviews were made of the following projects with 


representatives of the Bureau of Public Roads 

in preparation of the next advertisement: 

J. O. MILLER 

Project No. 

County 

Road 

Location 


S-269(l) 

Manatee 

684 

Cortez Br. to St. Rd. No. 45 

MOTORS 

S-112(2) 

Hardee-Highlands 

64 

St. Rd. 650 to Avon Park 


S-169(3) 

Okeechobee 

70 

FEC RR to Taylor Cr. in Okeechobee 


FGI-003-4(15) 

Indian River 

5 

Oslo Overpass and Approaches 

90 Riberia 

S-44(2) 

Hamilton 

135 

Proj. S-44(l) to St. Rd. 6 

S-264(l) 

Jefferson 

146 

Monticello to 7 Mi. N. E. 


SG-265(1) 

Jefferson 

57 

Drifton Overpass and Approaches 

Telephone 77 

F-020-l(2) 

Bay 

3 

Bridges N. of Panama City 

FI-002-3(4) 

Hamilton 

100, 25 

White Springs to Genoa 


FI-006-l(l) 

Okaloosa 

10 

Santa Rosa Co. Line to Walton Co. Line- 
Less Exceptions 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 


There were no projects processed to the advertising stage during the month of November 
with the Public Roads Administration. 
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Florida’s Big Cypress Tree 


About 2,500 people visit the big 
cypress tree at Longwood on good 
days during the height of the tourist 
season. Too many of them approach 
the tree in a generally discordant state 
of mind, having heard from others 
that there is no proof of any of the 
claims made for the tree, and that, 
anyway, they couldn’t get any infor¬ 
mation about it, and—well, what the 
heck! 

On my first visit to the tree a man 
said in a loud voice to the members of 
his party, “It’s a big tree all right, but 
there’s probably lots of others around 
the country just as big and bigger. 
If these folks can get away with their 
ballyhoo and fool enough people to 
draw a crowd, it’s O.K. with me. 
Come on—let’s go.” There were about 
30 other tourists there within hearing. 

On subsequent visits I heard further 
depreciative allusions to the tree. 
Many questions are asked that, in the 
absence of qualified informants, are 
answered by well-meaning bystanders 
eager to volunteer the answers (often 
wrong) that they themselves picked 
up in the same way. 



Showing stunted top of the big tree, 
Longwood, Fla. 


By EDWARD F. FIEDLER 

These unorganized conditions 
spread a lot of misinformation and 
slander that cheapen the legend of 
this really great tree. 

I, a retired accountant, had come 
south in the fall of 1946 to settle in 
Orlando. My interest in the “Big 
Tree” soon became intense, and 
turned my thoughts toward getting 
the essential facts of its known history 
and putting them into some form for 
popular availability. 

Chambers of Commerce were help¬ 
ful, and the Albertson Orlando Public 
Library splendidly so. 

The experts—Professor Herman 
Kurz, head of Botany Department, 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, 
supplied important data based on in¬ 
teresting personal investigations. 

Mr. A. G. Hall, forester, American 
Forestry Association, Washington, 
D. C., dispelled one of my principal 
anxieties when he wrote: “The large 
baldcypress tree at Longwood is, ac¬ 
cording to our records, the largest in 
the United States. While there have 
been challengers none have measured 
up to this one in circumference and 
height.” I had not believed that I 
could get anything, anywhere, so con¬ 
clusive on that particular question. 

The tree and six acres of surround¬ 
ing virgin forest were given to Semi¬ 
nole County by former State Senator 
M. O. Overstreet of Orlando, and the 
tree has been named “Senator” in his 
honor. The county has added five 
acres and established Big Tree Park. 

The tree’s dimensions are: Circum¬ 
ference (4 feet above ground) 42 feet; 
diameter, approximately, 14 feet; 
height, 126 feet. 

Age: about 3000 years. 

Natural range: Delaware to Mis¬ 
souri and southward to the Gulf 
States, and in Mexico. 

Names: Botanical, Taxodium disti- 
chum. Common, bald or common 
cypress. 

A booklet—WHAT WE KNOW 
ABOUT THE LONGWOOD, FLOR¬ 
IDA, BIG TREE—has recently been 
published and is for sale at the park 


and in a few stores. It tells an inter¬ 
esting story of the methods and care 
used in deciding controversial sub¬ 
jects, and answers many of the ques¬ 
tions asked by tourists. 

It contains the first announcement 
of the tree’s ‘championship’ rating, 
which, though officially announced by 



Senator—The Monarch 

Washington nearly three years ago, 
has never been passed along for the 
local public’s information. 

Large new expensive signboards 
recently put up along route U.S. 17 
and U.S. 92, read just as such signs 
have read for years—“BIG TREE 
3500 YEARS OLD.” 


St. Johns County Commissioners, 
meeting as the County Tax Equaliza¬ 
tion Board, received no complaints on 
the assessment roll as prepared by 
Tax Assessor Joseph L. Dunne. 


For the travel year to date, through 
July, the parks were visited by 8,820,- 
411 persons, an increase of 25 per cent 
over the 7,073,950 figure of the same 
period in 1948. 
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BOOMING CAPITAL OF FLORIDA’S INLAND EMPIK 
LONG PERIOD OF PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS 


oak thicket near what is now the heart of 
the city, the corner of South and Osceola 
Streets. Orlando Reeves was the sentinel 
on duty this particular night. To him was 
entrusted the duty of guarding the camp. 
Suddenly he dimly saw a log rolling toward 
him. Knowing that it was an Indian in dis¬ 
guise, he fired his gun to awaken his com¬ 
panions. At the same time the redskins 
killed him with their arrows, and the brave 
Orlando was buried the next day under a 
spreading oak. 

Today, Orlando's beauty is renowned. 
Within the city limits lie some 32 clear-blue, 
sparkling lakes surrounded by lush green 
parks, rows of palm trees and carefully- 
tended shrubbery. Flowers bloom every 
month of the year, with a profusion of 
hibiscus, azaleas, and camellias. 

People from every state and many foreign 
countries are intrigued by Orlando lakes. 
They marvel that residents of this city of 
lovely homes may have a boat at their back 
door and enjoy water sports at their leisure. 

Visitors flock here by the thousands, it is 
true, but the amazing growth of this Cen¬ 
tral Florida hub is due to the fact that thou¬ 
sands of those who come to visit, fall in love 
with Orlando and decide to STAY. 

A long list of distinctions have put Or¬ 
lando on the map. This sun-blessed city 
has stepped to the sports foreground as the 
largest winter training center in the world 
for harness horses with 305 of the sulky¬ 
pulling Standardbreds stabled last season at 
city-owned Ben White Raceway and at 
Azalea Driving Park in nearby Casselberry. 

The raceway in Orlando Fairview Park, 
known as the most popular and best known 
by horsemen all over the world, was named 
in honor of one of the first driver-trainers 
to make Orlando his winter training site. 
This year, all stalls are filled. In fact, it has 
been necessary to turn down requests for 
space to house 100 additional trotters and 
pacers. 

Among the other seasonal activities which 
have brought Orlando’s honored name to 
the top are the Central Florida Exposition, 
second largest Florida fair, held in February 
each year; the Tangerine Bowl football 
game, scheduled for January 2 this year, 


Looking across Lake Eola to Orlando's lovely skyline 


Story and photographs furnished by publicity 
department. Greater Orlando Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. For further information about Orlando, 
write P. O. Box 1913, Orlando, or telephone 6116. 


Ben White and son Gibson , with Rosa¬ 
mond. The raceway at Orlando was 
named for Ben White, a four-time 
Hambletonian winner who has trained 
trotters and pacers here for nearly 30 
years. 

Orlando, with its famous title of The City 
Beautiful, has a history filled with romance 
and a future rich with promise as Florida’s 
city of bustling year-’round activity. 


Like all population centers in the Sun¬ 
shine State, Orlando attracts and bids for 
the winter tourist trade, with the current 
season already under way as one of the best 
on record. But Orlando’s economy is not 
tied solely to the purse strings of its visitors, 
for its thriving agricultural back country, 
coupled with its central geographical loca¬ 
tion in the peninsular, is favorable to distri¬ 
bution, industrial activity and retail business. 

Corporate life of the city of Orlando be¬ 
gan with the assembly of 22 electors on 
July 21, 1875 when the population num¬ 
bered only 75 hardy pioneers who were des¬ 
tined to lay the foundation of the metropolis 
that now is rapidly approaching the popula¬ 
tion figure of 75,000. 

The name Orlando—which spells beauty, 
perfection and abundant living—was chosen 
to commemorate one Orlando Reeves who 
lost his life in a skirmish with the Indians 
about 100 years ago. 

As the story goes, there was a running 
fight between the Indians and settlers, and 
a small company of men took refuge in an 
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, with proceeds going to the Harry Anna 
Crippled Children’s Home in Umatilla; the 
International Open Two-ball Golf Tourney, 
staged at Dubsdread Country Club in Feb¬ 
ruary, an event participated in by the 
royalty of the sport. Then too, Orlando is 
the spring training center for the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals whose players arrive here 
about March first. 

The manner in which Orlando’s city 
fathers have planned civic, business and in¬ 
dustrial development to keep pace with the 
city’s phenomenal growth in population is 
especially noteworthy. 

For example, Orlandoans point with pride 
to their magnificent new electric and water 
plant, a $6 million expansion program based 
on a scientific study made of Orlando’s past, 
present and future population, as related to 
consumer and potential consumer needs. 

Completion of the utilities building this 
fall gave to Orlando’s citizens the ownership 
of nearly $15 million worth of property and 
marks a high point in the city’s annals. 
Dedication of the new power and light plant 
was the culmination of dreams and plans 
which had their start 27 years ago when a 



Making of citrus fruit crates is a leading 
industry in and near Orlando, the queen 
city of Florida's inland empire. 90 per¬ 
cent of the state's citrus crop is grown 
within a 75-mile radius of Orlando. 



Orlando, The City Beautiful, as it looks from the air. 


privately-owned plant was purchased at an 
original investment of about $600,000. 

Directing this valuable Orlando asset— 
which provides water and electric power at 
fair rates—is Curtis L. Stanton, youngest 
utilities plant manager in the nation when 
he was appointed to the position here two 
years ago. He was only 29 years of age at 
the time. Already his farsighted and effi¬ 
cient management of the Orlando plant has 
won for him—and for the city—innumerable 
plaudits. 

The City Beautiful is proud that this 
phase of enterprise is under the guidance of 
the Orlando Utilities Commission, a body of 
successful, experienced businessmen who 
work without compensation. 

Turning to another phase of Orlando’s 
activity, City Council this year appropriated, 
for the first time, adequate funds to set up 
a Convention Bureau that will bring large 
convention gatherings to Orlando. The 
bureau is headed by W. A. (Bill) Graham 
as manager. 

This new organization is truly a city-wide 
agency as its board of directors is made up 
of two representatives from virtually every 
group that stands to benefit from the con¬ 
vention dollar, such as hotels, restaurants, 
retail stores, transportation concerns, Greater 
Orlando Chamber of Commerce, City Coun¬ 
cil, Orange County CofC, Board of County 
Commissioners, service stations and others. 

Few people realize that Orlando has 
more than 260 manufacturing concerns with 
4,277 employes and a payroll of $9,017,779. 
Other industries include: 47 construction 


firms with 1,202 employes and payroll of 
$2,401,671; 26 printing establishments with 
130 employes and payroll of $343,842; 11 
communications plants with 774 employes 
and payroll of $2,350,260 and 23 packers 
employing 2,544 workers whose payroll 
totals $3,106,850. 

Orlando’s trade area covers a radius of 
75 miles and includes a population of 
521,438, according to the 1945 census. 
Counties included in the immediate trade 
area are Orange, Lake, Osceola, Seminole 
and Brevard. Others named in the “fringe” 
area are Polk, Marion, Sumter, Volusia and 
Indian Biver. 

Among pertinent facts about Orlando are 
these: elevation varies from 59 feet to 122 
feet; normal temperature is 71.9; city ad¬ 
ministration is run under a mayor-council 
type of government; served by New York- 
Tampa main line of the Atlantic Coast Line 
Railroad, and Seaboard Air Line RR branch 
line, Railway Express Agency Inc., Florida 
Greyhound Lines, Orlando Transit Co. with¬ 
in the Greater Orlando area, National Air 
Lines and Eastern Air Lines, and several 
intercity trucking companies. 

Also, Orlando has a Sunday, morning and 
afternoon daily newspaper, four radio sta¬ 
tions, 11 elementary schools, three junior 
high schools and two senior high schools, 
including one of each classification for the 
Negro population; five hospitals including 
Orange Memorial Hospital and Florida 
Sanitarium; outstanding recreational facili¬ 
ties; and countless other advantages for 
those who live and work in The City 
Beautiful. 
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BROWARD 
COUNTY... 


tastic growth of its largest city and 
county seat, Fort Lauderdale, is typi¬ 
cal of the development throughout 
Broward County. Incorporated in 
1911, with a white population of about 
175 sturdy citizens, Fort Lauderdale 
has grown to a thriving modern city of 
38,000 permanent year round popula¬ 
tion, and enjoys the company of an 
equal number of winter visitors during 
the prime months of the winter season. 
The normal Broward County popula¬ 
tion, only 18,000 in 1930, is now 
87,000, this increasing to over 150,000 


The heart of Tropical America, the 
premier resort area of the nation, the 
area of phenominal growth and un¬ 
limited future potential—those phrases 
best describe the gem of Florida's 
magnificent Gold Coast that is Brow¬ 
ard County. Truly a vacation paradise 
in its unexcelled natural and created 
beauty, its health giving sunshine, 
miles of the world's finest beaches, its 
excellent deep sea and fresh water 
fishing, the multitude of canals and 
waterways, and varied recreational 
facilities all combine in a background 
for gracious and happy living. 

To this almost magical setting is 
blended the various phases of Brow¬ 
ard County economy, its substantial 
citrus, dairy farming and cattle raising 
industries, its considerable industrial 
development, heavy shipping through 
its deep water port, tremendous tour¬ 
ist trade, its magnificent hotels and 
apartments, modern stores, shops and 
restaurants all contribute to a sound 
prosperity and steady progressive 
growth. 

The phenominal and almost fan¬ 


The Broward County Courthouse at Fort Lauderdale 


Relaxing on one of Broward County s Many Fine Beaches 


during the season. This rapid growth 
is perhaps best shown by the volume 
of building permits issued by the City 
of Fort Lauderdale, $1,195,785 in 1935 
and $16,586,765 in 1948. The total of 
building permits issued in the first 
ten months of 1949 have already ex¬ 
ceeded the total for the entire year 
of 1948. 

Broward County, created from what 
was formerly the northern part of 
Dade County, was established under 
its own county government by legis¬ 
lative act in 1915. It comprises 1218 
square miles, or 780,000 acres. Over 
24 miles of fine beaches bound Brow¬ 
ard County on the east, and westerly 
it extends some 50 miles into the heart 
of the Everglades to adjoining Collier 
County. It is warmer in Broward 
County in January, average January 
temperature 66.8°, and is cooler in 
July, average temperature in July 
being 84.3°. Better recognition of the 
suitability of this mild year 'round 
climate has resulted in a well planned 
program toward a year 'round econ¬ 
omy. 

The soil of Broward County is 
characterized by considerable varia¬ 
tion, from actual marsh to muck and 
hammock, the latter being particularly 
suitable to citrus production. Its mild 
climate and essential freedom from 
serious frost damage contribute to the 
extensive development of the back 
lands of Broward County. Some 9,000 
acres in citrus, 36,000 acres in vege¬ 
tables, 6,000 acres in tomatoes, 17,000 
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2,500,000 tons. Gulf Oil, Pure Oil, 
Standard Oil, Sinclair, American Oil, 
Shell, Atlantic, Pacific Molasses Com¬ 
pany and others have established stor¬ 
age facilities at Port Everglades. The 
Port Everglades Terminal Railroad 
provides belt line transfer service to 
both the Florida East Coast and Sea¬ 
board main lines. 


of its kind in America, with capacity 
for 400 boats, is a typical example of 
what is available to the water traveler. 

Port Everglades, adjacent to Fort 
Lauderdale, the only deep water port 
between Norfolk and New Orleans, 
offers port and dock facilities, and 
turning facilities for large ocean ship¬ 
ping. This busy port, dredged to clear 
35 feet, is a considerable Broward 
County asset. The Port provides stor¬ 
age facilities for oils and gasoline of 
well over 100,000,000 gallons and 
capacity is being constantly increased. 
Waterborne commerce through Port 
Everglades in 1947 totaled in excess of 


Port Everglades in Broward County , the only deep water port between Norfolk and 
New Orleans. 


head of beef cattle, 11,000 head of 
dairy cattle and 5,100,000 gallons of 
milk produced annually speak vol¬ 
umes for the productivity of its rural 
areas. 

Adequate transportation facilities 
serve Broward County. The Florida 
East Coast Railroad and Seaboard 
Airline Railway provide excellent 
freight and passenger carrying service 
by rail. From north to south the 
County is traversed by U. S. 1 and 
State Highway 7 and the scenic shore 
route, State Highway A-l-A. State 
Routes 84 and 25 connect all of Brow¬ 
ard County with the Lake Okeechobee 
region. Florida Greyhound Bus Lines 
traverse the highways of Broward 
County connecting with all parts of 
the nation. The Inland Waterway 
traverses Broward County and carries 
barge and freight packet service in 
addition to the thousands of pleasure 
craft using the Waterway to, from and 
through Broward County. A veritable 
boatman’s paradise has been created 
in Broward County. Fort Lauderdale, 
for example, with its maze of beauti¬ 
ful islands and canals offers 263 miles 
of waterways and 130 miles of naviga¬ 
ble water within its city limits. Ade¬ 
quate dock facilities and services are 
available for the boatmen in Broward 
County. The recently constructed 
Bahia Mar Yacht Basin, probably the 
finest and most complete installation 


Broward County Airport, formerly 
Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station 
and now under lease to Broward 
County, provides 1200 acres of mod¬ 
ern airport facilities. A major sched¬ 
uled cargo and mail carrying airline 
makes regular flights to and from the 
Broward County Airport. Numerous 
private planes are regularly based 
there and full facilities are available 
to air traffic which becomes quite sub¬ 
stantial during the winter months. 

The County has an adequate system 
of rural roads, and a constant program 
of road improvement and new road 
building is pursued in cooperation 
with the State Road Department. 
Water control occupies an important 
place in County planning and the first 
steps in a Federal sponsored flood 
control and water conservation pro¬ 
gram for the benefit of South Florida, 
are now underway in Broward Coun¬ 
ty. The creation of large reservoir 
areas involved in this program will 
insure adequate water for irrigation 
of agricultural areas in times of 
drought, and adequate storage areas 
for excess water in times of abnormal 


Cattle raising a major industry 
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REDDY KILOWATT SAYS: 

“Any Way You 
Look at it... 
SUNSHINE 
SERVICE 

is the 

BIGGEST BARGAIN 
YOUR BUDGET!” 
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STOP FIRES! 
SAVE LIVES! 
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Florida Portland Cement Division 

General Portland Cement Company 



ORLANDO 
TRANSIT 
CO. 


ORANGE AVE. & 
WEBER AVE. 


ORLANDO, FLA. 

Sidney M. Swope, Manager • Dial 2-0744 


Phone 44896 

P. O. Box 4399 

PETROLEUM 

CARRIER CORP. 

GENERAL OFFICES 

369 Margaret St. 

Jacksonville, Fla. 


M. D. MOODY & SONS, INC. 

Road Building & Construction Machinery & Supplies 

Complete Parts Service For All Types 
Industrial Equipment 

A. C. L. Warehouse No. 2, Riverside Viaduct—Telephone 4-5571 

JACKSONVILLE 4, FLORIDA 


FLORIDA PHOSPHATES 

are produced by International at its Noralyn, Peace 
Valley and Achan Mines for the mineral-rich 
plant foods which promote the growth of 
larger crops of food of high quality 
and nutritional value in America 
and throughout the world. 



International Mineral & Chemical Corporation 
General Offices: 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago 6 
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precipitation. These large water areas 
will have a further tempering effect 
climatically and will provide addition¬ 
al insurance against possible harmful 
frosts in periods of rare and unusual 
cold. 

The centers of population of the 
County are, as could be expected, 
along its coastline. Deerfield Beach, 
Pompano Beach, Fort Lauderdale, 
Dania, Hollywood and Hallandale are 
the major municipalities. Efficient 
and progressive county and municipal 
governments are found in Broward 
County. This capable progressive 
leadership is effectively solving the 
manifold problems always inherent 
with the natural growing pains of a 
very rapidly growing community. 
Outstanding improvements are con¬ 
spicuous everywhere in Broward 
County. The recently completed half 
million dollar H. C. Davis Bridge, 
over New River at Andrews Avenue, 
an almost completed $400,000 public 
auditorium, the $2,500,000 Bahia Mar 
Yacht Basin, a new recreation park, 
these all in Fort Lauderdale, and a 
new $1,500,000 South Broward High 


School in Hollywood, are typical of 
the progressive accomplishments of 
Broward County. Much more is 
planned in a carefully considered pro¬ 
gram in the firm intention to keep 
step with the certain and continual 
growth of the County. 

Broward County is young, it is ener¬ 
getic, it is definitely on the move. 
One only has to see its beautiful 
homes, the fine hotels, the many types 
of excellent tourist accommodations, 
its modern business district, the 
beaches, its schools and churches, its 
inherent beauty and the friendliness of 
its people to become enamored with 
Broward County. A delightful culture 
and charm is readily evident. 

It can be most restful and delight¬ 
fully exciting. There is much to do if 
one so desires. Gulfstream Park Race 
Course, one of America’s most beauti¬ 
ful horse race tracks, is located in the 
south end of Broward County at 
Hallandale. The finest in greyhound 
racing is featured at the Hollywood 
Kennel Club. Excellent golf courses 
are available. Tennis courts, swim¬ 
ming pools, shuffleboard, riding, hunt¬ 


ing, fishing, picnicking in lovely Birch 
State Park, organized baseball, trap 
shooting, investment opportunities, 
and the rest are all available in Brow¬ 
ard County, for you. 

It is really nice to live, work and 
play in Broward County. 


FLORIDA CONCRETE PIPE CO. 
OPENS PLANT AT OCALA 

Production of concrete pipe has 
started at the new Florida Concrete 
Pipe Company, Ocala, Fla., to supply 
engineers, contractors and the gen¬ 
eral public in northern and central 
Florida. 

The new firm is making concrete 
pipe, both plain and reinforced, in 
sizes that range from six-inches to 
120-inches in diameter, according to I. 
Heintzman, production supervisor. 

Johnny Harris is the sales represen¬ 
tative for the firm that will make pipe 
for sewers, culverts, driveways and 
farm drainage in the area that extends 
as far south as Orlando and through¬ 
out north Florida. 

Approximately 35 persons will be 
employed by the plant. 


DIGEST OF RECENT OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


November 2—Julian L. Williams, acting attorney. 
Board of Public Instruction, Broward County, was 
advised by the Attorney General with reference to 
qualifications of electors in regular biennial school 
district elections, that taxes must have been paid 
by an elector for the year next preceding any such 
election, and if a person pays his taxes on the day 
of election, he may be qualified to vote provided 
his name is placed on the certified list of qualified 
electors by the supervisor of registration. It was 
further noted that payment of taxes may be evi¬ 
denced by an affidavit of the elector at the time 
of voting if in the discretion of the supervisor of 
registration it is necessary to require such affidavit. 
049-524. 

0000 

October 31—In an opinion to the Board of Con¬ 
trol the Attorney General held that in a case where 
the Board of Control is liable for the cost of re¬ 
pairing a painting belonging to the Ringling Mu¬ 
seum, the bill may be paid from the money which 
has been received by the State under the Ringling 
will. 049-525. 

* 0 * 0 

October 25—J. Edwin Larson, Insurance Com¬ 
missioner, received an opinion to the effect that 
insurance policies and contracts issued by reciprocal 
and interinsurers -and providing automobile cover¬ 
age (i. e. specific vehicles insured against the risks 
of fire, theft, collision, etc.) must be countersigned 
by resident agents of such insurers, but that con¬ 
tracts or policies issued by such insurers in the 
field of liability and workmen’s compensation in¬ 
surance need not be so countersigned. Involved 
was a law requiring policies or contracts of such 
insurers “covering property in this state” to be 
countersigned by resident agents. 049-526. 

November 1—The Attorney General advised 
Thomas O. Berryhill, city attorney, Fort Lauderdale, 


that if a municipal auditorium is found to be for 
a joint state and municipal purpose, the cigarette 
tax funds received by the municipality may be used 
in connection with its construction. 049-527. 

0 0*0 

November 2—J. Edwin Larson, Insurance Com¬ 
missioner, was advised by the Attorney General 
that when a resident insurance company ceded to 
an out-of-state insurance company fire insurance 

written by the former on risks in another state, the 
question of whether the resident company should 
receive credit against its unearned premium reserve 
for the consideration required for such reinsurance 
was a matter primarily not one of law, but one of 
insurance accounting from the standpoint of the 

Insurance Commissioner. The opinion further 

stated that if the Commissioner would grant such 
credit with respect to risks of such an insurer 
located in this state ceded to a non-admitted in¬ 
surer, it would seem that under like circumstances 
the same rule would apply to the situation pre¬ 
sented in the opinion. 049-528. 

0 0 0 0 

November 2—Warren A. Wright, Supervisor of 
Registration, Pinellas County, received an opinion 
from the Attorney General which held that where 
a regular biennial school district election will be 
held on November 8th in Pinellas county and a 
municipal election is to be held in the county on 
December 13th, if the registrations for the munici¬ 
pal election are controlled by the 1947 law provid¬ 
ing for a comprehensive registration system for 
Pinellas county, the registration books of the county 
for the regular biennial school district election 
closed on the thirtieth day prior to November 8th, 
but the registration books should remain open until 
the thirtieth day prior to the municipal election 
involved in so far as that election is concerned, 
regardless of whether during a period of the time 


preceding said thirty day period the books are 
closed for the school district election. 049-529. 

0 0 0 0 

November 3 — Attorney General Richard W. 
Ervin advised John K. Woolslair, County Prosecut¬ 
ing Attorney, Lee County, that a 1947 act relating 
to Lee County and providing for the destroying of 
confiscated nets and seines is the controlling law in 
Lee County rather than the general law relating to 
the destruction of nets under certain circumstances, 
since the latter special act provided that any con¬ 
flicting law would be repealed so far as the same 
would apply to Lee County. 049-534. 

o o * o 

November 3—In an opinion to Central and 
Southern Flood Control District the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral held that the tax assessors and collectors of the 
counties within or partly within the district are 
entitled to compensation for services performed in 
connection with the levying and collecting of the 
taxes for the district at the rates “as apply to 
county taxes” as provided by the general law. 
049-535. 

0 0 0 0 

November 5—J. Edwin Larson, Insurance Com¬ 
missioner, was advised by the Attorney General that 
the bond or insurance coverage in lieu thereof, as 
required of applicants for licenses as dealers in 
liquefied petroleum, gas, etc., may not be issued 
by an insurer not admitted to engage in business in 
this State, and that a 1949 act relating to un¬ 
authorized insurers, did not in effect .transform 
such an insurer into a company authorized to do 
business in Florida, the same reasoning and con¬ 
clusions being found in a former opinion dealing 
with bonds or insurance contracts required by law 
as proof of financial responsibility of operators of 
motor vehicles. 049-537. 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

HELD AT TALLAHASSEE, SEPTEMBER 19, 1949 


The State Road Department held its Third 
Quarterly Meeting for the year 1949 at Talla¬ 
hassee on September 19, with the following 
attendance: Chairman Alfred A. McKethan, 
Marion G. Nelson, Member from the Third 
District, and Trusten P. Drake, Jr., Member 
from the Fifth District, present. Mr. J. 
Glover Taylor, Member from the Second Dis¬ 
trict, and Mr. Merrill P. Barber, Member 
from the Fourth District, had advised the 
Chairman and Secretary that due to their 
absence from the State they could not be 
present, and expressed regrets at not being 
able to attend. Secretary Robert O. Ghiotto 
was present, as were Sam P. Turnbull, State 
Highway Engineer, Scott Reynolds, Assistant 
Highway Engineer, John W. McWhirter, At¬ 
torney, David V. Kerns, Resident Attorney, 
and such other members of the Department’s 
personnel as were needed in the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 
AUGUST 26, 1949 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the minutes of the meeting held on 
August 26, 1949, at Orlando, were approved 
and ordered recorded. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects and for the 
furnishing of certain materials, as herein¬ 
after listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed, be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to wit: 



CONSTRUCTION 
Rids Received July 28 

Doyle Pope, S-263(l), 71, Calhoun, $23,046.26, 
Jas. H. Craggs Const. Co., S-145(3), 71, Cal¬ 
houn, $64,272.55 

Polk Const. Co., S-3(3), 46, Seminole- 

Volusia, $182,638,57. 

Bids Received August 26 

Brinson Const. Co., FI-010-1 (1), 15, Volusia, 
$102,338.64. 

L. M. White, 3075-104, 357, Dixie, $33,612.98. 
S. F. MacKenzie Co., 2811-102, 225, Brad¬ 
ford, $27,142.35. 

Materials 

Bids Received August 24 

Sherman Concrete Pipe Co., Concrete Pipe, 
Job 3809-103, $5,562.56. 

Raybro Electric Supplies, Inc., 25-Conduc¬ 
tor Submarine Cable, $7,693.50. 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the following supplemental agree¬ 
ments were approved: 

John A. Benton, S-131(2), 60, Polk, $1,591.07 
increase. 

James H. Craggs Const. Co., WI-60(6) Pt. 
1, 5, Volusia, $530.00 increase. 

Hardaway Contr. Co., 8706-110, A1A, Dade, 
$740.00 decrease. 

B. B. McCormick & Sons, Inc., 7406-108, 200, 
Nassau, $6.55 decrease. 

REQUESTS FOR COUNTIES TO OBTAIN 
RIGHT OF WAY 

Routine requests that counties obtain need¬ 
ed right of way were authorized on the fol¬ 
lowing sections of road: 


Bay, 75, 4604, From Panama City to Bay 
George. Nelson-Drake. 

Alachua, 225, 2621, From SR 24 N’ly to 
Monteocha. Nelson-Drake. 

Alachua, 235, 2611, From SR 26 E. of New¬ 
berry NE’ly to Broad and Seventh Streets in 
Alachua. Nelson-Drake. 

Alachua, 329, 2623, From SR 23 N’ly to SR 
235. Drake-Nelson. 

Alachua, 340, 2624, From SR 329 to Monte¬ 
ocha. Drake-Nelson. 

Flagler, 304, 7306, From Deanville E. to 
Cody’s Corner. Drake-Nelson. 

Lake, 500, 1101, In City of Leesburg. Drake- 
Nelson. 

Manatee, 684, 1304, From E. end of Cortez 
Bridge E’ly to SR 45. Nelson-Drake. 

APPROVAL OF REVISED MAPS OF 
LOCATION AND SURVEY 

The Board approved revised and amended 
maps of location and survey on the follow¬ 
ing sections of road: 

Levy, 55, 3401, Revision of map dated 
May 26, 1949. Nelson-Drake. 

Liberty, 67, 5606, Revision of map dated 
December 28, 1948. Nelson-Drake. 

Marion, 314, 3602, Revision of map dated 
December 13, 1948. Drake-Nelson. 

Washington, 279, 6111, Revision of map 
dated October 14, 1948. Nelson-Drake. 

REQUESTS FROM TRUSTEES OF THE I. I. 
FUND FOR RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W 
RESERVATIONS IN MURPHY ACT 
DEEDS HELD BY SRI) 

The Board gave consideration to the list of 
requests received from the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund for release of 
right of way reservations in certain Murphy 
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Act deeds and parts thereof, along with the 
recommendation made by the Division En¬ 
gineer in each instance. Whereupon, on 
motion of M'r. Drake, seconded by Mr. Nel¬ 
son, action was taken on the engineer’s 
recommendation in each case, as indicated 
below: 

First Division 

Hillsborough, 08-Chap., 21684, 1013, 600, Re¬ 
lease borrow pit. Approved. 

Polk, 2064, 1628, 542, Release all reservation 
except within 50' centerline SR 542. Ap¬ 
proved. 

Okeechobee, Pt. 24, 9102, 15, Release all 
reservation except within 50' centerline SR 
15. Approved. 

Palm Beach, 1095, 9302, 5, Release all ex¬ 
cept 39' centerline SR 5. Approved. 

Dade, Pt. 3263-64, Release all except 35' 
centerline Street. Approved. 

Putnam, Pt. 1869, 7604, 100, Release all ex¬ 
cept 50' centerline SR 100. Approved. 

REQUEST FOR NAMING OF BRIDGE ON 
BEACH BOULEVARD 

Mr. H. J. MacCotter, City Manager of the 
City of Jacksonville Beach, came before the 
Road Board to request that the Department 
give the name “B. B. McCormick Bridge” to 
the new bridge on Beach Boulevard across 
the Intracoastal Waterway. He stated that 
the Town of Neptune Beach had already 
filed a resolution with the Department mak¬ 
ing this request, and he believed the Board 
of County Commissioners of Duval County 
and others had made the same request. 

Mr. Ghiotto stated that the Department 
had received the resolution from Neptune 
Beach, and he read a letter from Mayor I. 
D. Sams of Jacksonville Beach advising that 
their city council heartily endorsed this re¬ 
quest and would send in their resolution to 
that effect. 

In the absence of Member J. Glover Tay¬ 
lor, the other Members present agreed that 
this matter should be deferred until the 
Meeting of October 3, at Ocala, and it was 
so ordered. 

REQUEST FOR PIPE FOR DITCH AT 
BEACH BOULEVARD 

Mr. MacCotter, City Manager of the City 
of Jacksonville Beach, advised the Board 
that during the construction of the Beach 
Boulevard a drainage condition developed 
which created a hazard to public health, and 
that the cutting of a ditch became necessary 
to relieve the situation. He asked the De¬ 
partment to furnish the necessary pipe in 
order that this ditch may be covered up, 
stating that about 1300 feet of 24 inch pipe 
wou'd be required, and that he thought it 
was a moral obligation of the Department. 

Mr. Reynolds and M*r. Slade of the Road 
Department engineering staff were asked to 
investigate this matter for report and recom¬ 
mendation at the next meeting. 

BREVARD COUNTY 

Mr. L. C. Crofton, Attorney for Brevard 
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County, spoke with reference to the paving 
of Road A1A from Chester Shoals to the 
Coast Guard Station. He stated they would 
like to have the part of the road from Ches¬ 
ter Shoals to the State Park, which is in the 
budget, finished just as soon as possible. 
He explained that the Air Corps now has 
control over an area about five miles square 
and have refused to have the road open 
through this area, but the County is now 
asking for the paving down to the Govern¬ 
ment reservation. 

VOLUSIA COUNTY—BRIDGES AT 
NEW SMYRNA 

County Commissioners Harris Saxon and 
Elmer Blank, County Attorney Charles 
Luther, and Mr. Rodney Thursby, Registra¬ 
tion Officer, were present from Volusia 
County in behalf of the county bridge be¬ 
tween New Smyrna and the beach. 

Mr. Blank made the statement that the 
maintenance of this bridge is costing more 
than the County can afford and that they 
have tried in vain to work out some plan for 
taking care of this bridge. He said he be¬ 
lieves the county bridge carries about 25 
times as much traffic as the state bridge, 
about half a mile distant, and he asked if 
the State might not take it over. Mr. Saxon 
requested a traffic survey to determine a 
comparison in the amount of traffic on the 
two bridges. 

The entire matter was referred to the En¬ 
gineering Department for study. 

REQUEST FOR NAMING OF ANDREWS 
AVENUE BRIDGE 

A telegram was received from Chairman 
W. E. Groene of the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of Broward County, requesting 
the Department to give the name of The 
H. C. Davis Bridge to the Andrews Avenue 
Bridge at Fort Lauderdale, now nearing 
completion, to honor the faithful services of 
the County Engineer of Broward County. 
In the telegram Mr. Groene stated that this 
proposal had the approval of the Fort 
Lauderdale City Commission and the Brow- . 
ard County Warren Committee, as well as 
the Board of County Commissioners. 

The Board deferred action until a later 
meeting when Mr. Barber, Member from the 
Fourth District, could be present to take 
part in the consideration of the request. 

APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
WITHIN BUDGET OF OVERSEAS ROAD 
AND TOLL BRIDGE DISTRICT 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, by Legislative Act of the 
Regular Session of 1949, the number of the 
Commissioners of the Overseas Road and 
Toll Bridge District have been increased by 
two, and the sum of $900 will be required to 
cover the salaries of these two additional 
Commissioners for the balance cf the fiscal 
year of said District ending March 31, 1950. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the transfer of the sum of $900 within 
the annual budget of said District, from 
Item No. 11 Reserve to Item No. 3 Super¬ 
vision, to provide for this additional ex¬ 
penditure from Item No. 3, be and it is 
hereby approved by the State Road Depart¬ 
ment of Florida. 

MATTERS RELATING TO SANTA ROSA 

ISLAND AUTHORITY APPROVAL OF 
CONTRACT AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

The Chairman reported to the Board that, 


subject to confirmation by the Department, 
he had approved the award of contract for 
the furnishing and installing of power lines 
for Santa Rosa Island Authority to Peake- 
McM’orris Electric Company, at their price 
of $6,963; and also approved the transfer of 
$3,963 within the budget of the said Author¬ 
ity, from Item No. 6 Publicity to Item No. 4 
Purchases, to bring the latter item in line 
with the lowest bid received for the power 
lines. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that the actions of the 
Chairman of this Department in approving 
in behalf of the Department the award of 
contract for the furnishing and installing of 
power lines for Santa Rosa Island Authority 
to Peake-McMorris Electric Company at 
their bid price of $6,963, which was declared 
to be the lowest bid received for the power 
lines; and of approving the transfer of the 
sum of $3,963 within the annual budget of 
the said Authority, from Item No. 6 Publicity 
to Item No. 4 Purchases, to bring the latter 
item in line with the lowest bid received, 
both actions effective on September 7, be and 
they are hereby approved and confirmed as 
the acts of this Department. 

RE FISHING ON BRIDGES IN 
PINELLAS COUNTY 

The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Pinellas 
County asking for permission to place port¬ 
able stanchions and chains on the John’s 
Pass Bridge in such a way as to divert 
traffic to one side of said bridge enough to 
permit the fishing public to safely make use 
of the protected strip along the enclosed side 
for fishing. 

After some discussion the consensus of the 
Board was that such practice would create 
a traffic hazard that would jeopardize the 
safety of pedestrians as well as the motoring 
public, and should not be permitted. 

MR. NELSON IN THE CHAIR 

At Mr. McKethan’s request, Mr. Nelson 
took the chair. Whereupon, Mr. McKethan 
moved, and Mr. Drake seconded, that 
Pinellas County Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners be advised that the State Road De¬ 
partment felt that the placing of temporary, 
portable stanchions and chains on the John's 
Pass Bridge for the purpose of closing in a 
strip to be used for fishing from said bridge 
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would create a hazard that would jeopardize 
both the motoring public and pedestrians 
using the bridge, and therefore their request 
was denied. The motion carried. 

McKETHAN RESUMES CHAIR 
REQUEST FOR SPEED ZONE ON STATE 
ROAD 17 NORTH OF AVON PARK 
The Board received a request from the 
Board of County Commissioners of High¬ 
lands County, that a 25-mile per hour speed 
zone be established on State Road 17 in 
front of Walker M'emorial Hospital, north of 
Avon Park. Following examination of the 
report of the field investigation, along with 
the Engineer’s recommendation, it was the 
consensus of the Board that the traffic signs 
already in place along this section of Road 
17 are adequate to take care of this situation, 
and on motion offered by Mr. Drake and 
seconded by Mr. Nelson, no change was 
ordered made at this time. 

REQUEST FOR SPEED ZONE ON ROAD 
73 NEAR CHURCH SOUTH OF MARIANNA 
The Board gave consideration to a request 
for a speed restriction zone at the Holly 
Grove Baptist Church located on State Road 
73 approximately 3.5 miles south of Mari¬ 
anna, Jackson County. 

After considering the traffic survey report 
and the recommendation of the Engineer, 
the Board concurred in the opinion that a 
speed zone at the location is unwarranted. 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the request was denied. 

EXCHANGE OF LANDS FOR RIGHT OF 
WAY R. W. DAY—SECTION 7801(48-RI) 
STATE ROAD 5—ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
The Board received request from R. W. 
Day for the exchange of parcels of right of 
way for Section 7801 (48-RI), State Road 5, 
St. Johns County. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that the Chairman and 
the Secretary be and they are hereby author¬ 
ized to execute a quitclaim deed to R. W. 
Day to a parcel of land located in Lot 2 of 
Section 7, Township 8 South, Range 30 East, 
St. Johns County, Florida, and that they are 
further authorized to deliver said deed in ex¬ 
change for a sufficient conveyance of an 
equal quantity of land lying in said Lot 2 
which is acceptable to the Department for 
right of way and borrow pit purposes for 
Section 7801 (48-RI), State Road 5, St. Johns 
County, Florida. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business ready for 
action at this time, the meeting was ad¬ 
journed, with agreement that the next meet¬ 
ing would be held at Ocala on the 3rd of 
October. 


DIGEST OF RECENT OPINIONS OF THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

November 4—The Attorney General advised Max 
Denton, Division of Outdoor Advertising, State 
Road Department, that where two motel opera¬ 
tors enter into an agreement whereby each pays 
a pro rata share of the expense of erecting a bill¬ 
board which they jointly own, and assuming that 
neither owner could be considered as lessee of 
space from the other; they are not engaged in the 
business of outdoor advertising within the strict 
construction of the law relating to license require¬ 
ments for outdoor advertisers and neither one of 
them would be required to obtain such license. 
049-543 

« o » « 

November 17—Melvin T. Dixon, State Service 
Officer, Pass-A-Grille, was advised by the Attorney 
General that he concurred in an opinion rendered 
by his predecessor in office which held that the 
$50 license tax exemption provided for disabled 
veterans applies to each, state, county and municipal 
occupational license tax, a qualified veteran, there¬ 
fore, would be entitled to his credit of $50 on 
each of the licenses. 049-544 


November 10—In an opinion to Ernest F. Barnes, 
Sheriff, Jackson County, the Attorney General ad¬ 
vised that under a provision of the statutes an offi¬ 
cer may stop and search a vehicle if he has re¬ 
liable information that the certain vehicle is carrying 
contraband liquor, and there is insufficient time 
to obtain a search warrant based upon such infor¬ 
mation. Attention was called to the fact that to 
justify the stopping and searching of a vehicle for 
non-tax paid liquor the searching officer’s informa¬ 
tion should be of the same degree as that required 
for the issuance of a search warrant by a judicial 
officer. There must be “probable cause” justifying 
a search without a warrant just as there must be 
“probable cause” justifying the issuance of a search 
warrant. It was pointed out that evidence obtained 
by such a search may be thrown out in a criminal 
proceeding if the officer is unable to show the re¬ 
quired “probable cause” justifying the search. It 
was also noted that a search without “probable 
cause” might also subject the officer and his bonds¬ 
men to an action in tort. 049-545 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

HELD AT FT. LAUDERDALE NOV. 14, 1949 


Pursuant to call by the Chairman, the 
Members of the State Road Department of 
Florida met in Fort Lauderdale on the 14th 
of November, A. D. 1949, for consideration 
of all matters coming before them at this 
time. Members present, in addition to Chair¬ 
man A. A. McKethan, were J. Glover Tay¬ 
lor, Merrill P. Barber, and Trusten P. Drake. 
Mr. Nelson had previously advised the Chair¬ 
man that he would not be able to attend. 
Robert O. Ghiotto, Secretary, David V. 
Kerns, Resident Attorney, S. P. Turnbull, 
State Highway Engineer, and several other 
engineers and members of the Department 
personnel were also present. 


APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING 
AT OCALA, OCTOBER 3 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the minutes of the meeting held at 
Ocala on October 3 were approved. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates, 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects as herein¬ 
after listed; also for the furnishing of cer¬ 
tain materials and equipment as hereinafter 
listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in award¬ 
ing the contracts hereinafter listed, be and 
the same is hereby approved, which said 
contracts are as follows, to wit: 


CONSTRUCTION 
Bids Received August 26, 1949 

B. B. McCormick & Sons, 7219-111, 212, 
Duval, $136,158.51. 

Bids Received October 3, 1949 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 1705-106, 775, Sara¬ 
sota, $38,202.08. 

A. F. Rich Co., 4902-901 etc., 370 etc., 
Franklin, etc., $20,653.10. 

Powell Bros., Inc., 7010-907, 520, Brevard, 
$29,250.00. 


Powell Bros., Inc., 9304-906, 5, Palm Beach, 
$63,000.00. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 5005-901 etc., 12 etc, 
Gadsden and Calhoun, $43,552.70. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 7302-902 and 7706- 
901, 11 and 426, Flagler and Seminole, $15,- 
724.45. 

A. B. Covell, 4602-110, 30, Bay, $22,552.00. 

W. H. Armston Co., Inc., 0201-903 etc., 45 
and 19, Citrus and Lake, $45,444.35. 

Caddell & Jackson, 3575-101, 255, Madison, 
$80,678.71. 

Cleary Bros. Const. Co., 9101-105, 78, Okee¬ 
chobee, $7,881.50. 

M'acasphalt Corp., 3405-106, 55, Levy, $111,- 
381.31. 

Brinson Const. Co., 7908-110, A1A, Volusia, 
$35,865.30. 

Ryan Const. Co., F-011-2(25), 45, Sarasota, 
$140,605.00. 

Doyle Pope, S-62(l), 390, Bay, $121,533.38. 

J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc., S-226(l), 39, 
Hillsborough, $93,126.85. 

J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc., F-031-l(l), 35, 
Polk, $266,794.55. 

J. D. Manly Const. Co., 1202-905, 80, Lee, 
$51,833.56. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 9207-901, 60, Osceola, 
$30,404.36. 

Caddell & Jackson, 4604-110, 75, Bay, $189,- 
054.01. 

Hubbard Const. Co., 7709-103, F. M., Semi¬ 
nole, $14,521.75. 

Reynolds & Smith, 9375-111, 717, Palm 

Beach, $237,488.72. 

Wanamaker & Wells, 1108-101, 459, Lake, 
$487,546.20. 

W. H. Armston Co., Inc., F-016-l(2), 55, 
Gillchrist and Levy, $185,545.11. 

George G. Tapper Co., Inc., 6003-902, 20, 
Walton, $25,587.50. 

Duval Engr. & Contr. Co., 7205-109 and 
7207-110, 5, Duval, $63,802.09. 

W. H. Armston Co., Inc., 1621-902, 35, Polk, 
$28,233.48. 

Materials 

Oct. 18, Lakeland Cement Co., 0600-901 Job., 
concrete pipe, $2,937.65. 

Oct. 20, Lakeland Cement Co., 0808-101 Job., 
concrete pipe, $951.68. 

Oct. 21, Fla. Tar & Creos., 8900-901 Job., un¬ 
treated timber, $8,122.50. 

Oct. 21, Hamill, Fleishel, 8900-901 Job., 
treated piling, $7,889.00. 


Equipment 

Nov. 9, East Coast Sales, Orlando, 20 Uni¬ 
versal Jeeps, $30,047.80. 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board approved the Supplemental 
Agreement with The George D. Auchter Co. 
on Section 7406-107, Road 200 in Nassau 
County, in the amount of $9,042.00. 

COUNTIES REQUESTED TO ACQUIRE 
RIGHT OF WAY 

Routine resolutions requesting counties to 
obtain necessary right of way were adopted 
covering the following sections of road: 

Alachua, 2614, 241, from Bland No’ly to 
Union Co. line. Taylor-Barber. 

Baker, 2702, 2, from Columbia Co. line 
SE’ly through Baxter to Georgia State line. 
Taylor-Drake. 

Columbia, 2911, 2, Ga. State line SE’ly to 
Baker Co. line. Taylor-Barber. 

Columbia, 2902, 47, from Gilchrist Co. line 
NE’ly to Ft. White. Taylor-Drake. 

Dade, 8714, 7, from N.W. 79th St. N’ly to 
Gratigny Road. Barber-Taylor. 

Hernando, 0808, 485. Barber-Drake. 

Highlands, 0908, 64, W. city limits of Avon 
Park to Rds. 17 and 25. Taylor-Barber. 

Jefferson, 5403, 57, Drifton Overpass and 
approaches. Drake-Taylor. 

Lake, 1107, 50, from Sumter Co. line E’ly 
21 miles. Drake-Taylor. 

Okeechobee, 9707, 70, in Okeechobee City. 
Barber-Drake. 

Pasco, 1407, 35. Drake-Taylor. 

St. Johns, 7804, A1A, from Flagler Co. line 
N’ly through Sumner and across Matanzas 
River, etc. Drake-Barber. 

Sarasota, 1712, 683, from SR 45 in Sarasota 
N’ly and NW’ly to Manatee Co. line and 
W’ly. Taylor-Barber. 

Sumter, 1802 and 1806, 50, from Tarrytown 
Ely to SR 469; and from intersection of 
SR 50 and 469 E’ly to Lake County line. 
Drake-Taylor. 

Taylor, 3809, 30. Taylor-Drake. 

Union, 3906, 241, from Alachua Co. line 
N’ly to SR 18. Taylor-Drake. 

R/W FOR ROAD WORK TO BE DONE 
UNDER COUNTY FSIC PROGRAM 

Palm Beach, 9375, 809, from SR 80 to Lake 
Park Road. Barber-Taylor. 
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REVISED AND AMENDED MAP OF 
LOCATION AND SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 6111, SR 279 

Washington 6111, 279, revising resolution 
of Oct. 14, 1948. Taylor-Drake. 

REQUESTS FROM 1.1. BOARD FOR 
RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W RESERVA¬ 
TIONS IN MURPHY ACT DEEDS 

The Board gave consideration to the rec¬ 
ommendation of the Engineers on the re¬ 
quests from the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund for release of right of 
way reservations in Murphy Act deeds and 
parts thereof, and took action as set out in 
each case listed below: On motion of Mr. 
Barber, seconded by Mr. Drake. 

First Division 

Hillsborough, Pt. Deed No. 08, Chap. 21684, 
Sect. 1013, SR 600, release no part of reserva¬ 
tion, approved. 

Hillsborough, Pt. 08, Chap. 21684, 1013, 600, 
release no part of reservation, approved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 08, Chap. 21684, 
1013, 1013, 600, release all of reservation, ap¬ 
proved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 021, Chap. 21684, 
release all of reservation, approved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 1639, release all of 
reservation, approved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 1825, release all of 
reservation, approved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 1976, Sect. 1011, SR 
60, release all of reservation except within 
50 feet C/L SR 60, approved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 4659, release all of 
reservation, approved. 

Hillsborough, Deed No. 4831-Cor., release 
all of reservation, approved. 

Lee, Deed No. 676, Sect. 1202, SR 80, re¬ 
lease all of reservation except within 75 feet 
C/L SR 80, approved. 

Pinellas, Pt. Deed No. 883, Sect. 1509, SR 
600, release all of reservation except within 
50 feet C/L SR 600, approved. 

Pinellas, Deed No. 2193, Sect. 1509, SR 687, 
release all of reservation except within 50 
feet C/L SR 687, approved. 
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Hillsborough, Sect. 1018, SR 600, release all 
of borrow pit, approved. 

Fourth Division 

Broward, Deed No. 1767, release all of res¬ 
ervation except within 35 feet C/L State 
Road, approved. 

Dade, Deed No. 1103, SR 5, release all of 
reservation except within 25 feet C/L SR 5, 
approved. 

Okeechobee, Deed No. 208-EDD-J, SR 70, 
release all of reservation except within 45 
feet C/L SR 70, approved. 

Fifth Division 

Brevard, Pt. Deed No. 109, Sect. 7006, SR 
A1A, release all of reservation except within 
50 feet C/L SR A1A, approved. 

Brevard, Pt. Deed No. 170, Sect. 7006, SR 
A1A, release all of reservation except within 
50 feet C/L SR A1A, approved. 

Brevard, Pt. Deed No. 1357, Sect. 7006, SR 
A1A, release all of reservation except within 
50 feet C/L SR A1A, approved. 

Putnam, Pt. Deed No. 236, release all of 
reservation except within 50 feet C/L State 
Road, approved. 

DISCLAIMER TO ROBT. A. BIERLY— 
SECTION 8661, SR 5, BROWARD COUNTY 

The Board received a request from Robert 
A. Bierly for appropriate action of the 
Board to clear a purported easement for 
right of way purposes from certain prop¬ 
erty in the City of Hollywood. It having 
been made to appear to the Board that 
rights of the Department were of doubtful 
validity, and covered land lying outside of 
the limits of any probable highway develop¬ 
ment and therefore considered not necessary 
for highway purposes within the foreseeable 
future, on motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded 
by Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver a dis¬ 
claimer to Robert A. Bierley, on behalf of 
the Department, to the West 17 feet of Lot 
1, Block 5, Hollywood Southside Addition, 
as the same is recorded in Plat Book F>, 
Page 5S. in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court cf Dade County, Florida. 

DISCLAIMER TO LAND ADJACENT TO 
SECTION 2803, OLD SR 121, 
BRADFORD CO. 

The Board again considered the request 


from the Trustees of the Internal Improve¬ 
ment Fund for a disclaimer of certain land 
in Bradford County which is subject to per¬ 
petual easement for borrow pit and right 
of way purposes, adjacent to Section 2803, 
Old Road 121. It having been made to ap¬ 
pear to the Board that any rights of the 
Department had lapsed under the provisions 
of the conveyance granting such easements, 
on motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that the Chairman and 
the Secretary be and they are hereby author¬ 
ized to execute and deliver to the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvment Fund a dis¬ 
claimer of the Department’s borrow pit 
easement covering the South quarter of the 
Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter 
of Section 25, Township 5 South, Range 22 
East, Bradford County, Florida. 

DISCLAIMER R/W MARTIN COUNTY 
FOR SECTION 8906 STATE ROAD 76 

The Board received a request from C. H. 
Hardwick for a disclaimer from the De¬ 
partment covering certain land in Martin 
County on State Road 76, Section 8906, at 
said road’s intersection with State Road 5. 
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It having been made to appear to the 
Board that because of an ambiguity in the 
description of the right of way obtained by 
Martin County for Section 8906, State Road 
76 (Old State Road 85) there is a question 
whether the Department possesses an ease¬ 
ment for highway purposes over the land 
of C. H. Hardwick which was not intended 
to be granted for such purposes. In order 
to clarify the title to said land, on motion 
of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Drake, the 
following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver to Martin 
County, Florida, a disclaimer covering the 
East 30 feet of the West 50 feet of that part 
of the North three-quarters of the South 
half of the Southwest quarter of the South¬ 
west quarter of Section 4, Township 38 
South, Range 41 East, lying and being 
southwest of the right of way of State Road 
4 (now State Road 5), in accordance with 
plat and survey of said road referred to in 
easement deed dated May 1, 1926, filed for 
record M’ay 3, 1926 and recorded in Deed 
Book 13, Page 54, Public Records of Martin 
County, Florida. 

DISCLAIMED TO LAND ON ROAD :{«l. 

GULF CO., EDNA M. PATTON 

It having been made to appear that the 
drainage easement conveyed to the Depart¬ 
ment by Edna M. Patton, widow, on July 6, 
1949, for Section 5175, State Road 384, Gulf 
County, Florida, is no longer required or 
needed for drainage or other highway pur¬ 
poses, on motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded 
by Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver to Edna 
M. Patton a disclaimer covering land in 
Gulf County, Florida, described as, # 

The East 14.5 feet of the South 123 feet of: 
Block 3 of Oak Grove Subdivision in NEVi 
of NW J /i of Section 13, Township 8 South, 
Range 11 West, according to plat recorded 
in Plat Book 1, public records of Gulf Coun¬ 
ty, Florida. 

RIGHT OF WAY OF OLD LOCATION OF 
STATE ROAD A1A IN M AN A LA PA N 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 

The Board received a request from the 
City of Manalapan for a disclaimer of a 
portion of the right of way of State Road 
A1A (Old State Road 140) which was aban¬ 
doned upon completion of the construction 
of the relocation of said portion of said 
road. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver a dis¬ 
claimer on behalf of the Department to 
said abandoned portion of right of way for 
State Road A1A in the City of Manalapan, 
Palm Beach County, Florida, when the 


proper description of the area to be dis¬ 
claimed is received by them. 

DISCLAIMER TO R. I). KEENE, INC., 
SR 85, LAKE COUNTY 
It having been made to appear to the 
Board that the borrow pit easement granted 
by R. D. Keene, Inc., for Section 1120, State 
Road 25, Lake County, had expired, and 
request having been made for formal release 
thereof, on motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded 
by Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida, that the Chairman and 
the Secretary be and they are hereby au¬ 
thorized to execute and deliver to R. D. 
Keene, Inc., Owner, a disclaimer to land in 
Lake County covered by a borrow pit ease¬ 
ment for Section 1120, State Road 25, for 
a 2-year period, described as follows: 

The South 400 feet of the North 430 feet 
of the West 1062.35 feet of the Northwest 
one-quarter of the northeast one-quarter of 
Section 4, Township 24 South, Range 26 East, 
which easement has expired under its own 
terms. 

EXCHANGE OF BORROW PIT AREA IN 
BROWARD COUNTY 
The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Broward 
County requesting the Department to release 
certain land on which the County had given 
an easement for a borrow pit, in exchange 
for a similar easement on other land which 
they described in said resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to grant to Broward County a 
release of a borrow pit easement on a par¬ 
cel of land located in the SEy 4 of SWy 4 of 
SE^i of Section 1, Township 49 South, Range 
42 East, Broward County, Florida; and that 
they are further authorized to deliver said 
release to Broward County in exchange for 
a borrow pit easement for the same period 
and upon the same terms and conditions, 


on land lying in the SW'/i of SE^4 of SE^i 
of Section 1, Township 49 South, Range 42 
East, which is acceptable to the Depart¬ 
ment for borrow pit purposes. 

DISCLAIMER TO TRUSTEES I. I. FUND 

FOR BORROW PIT ROAD 172, PALM 
BEACH COUNTY, BELLE GLADE 
TO CHOSEN 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the borrow pit easement in 
Section 1, Township 44 South, Range 36 
East, Palm Beach County, for State Road 
172, between Belle Glade and Chosen, was 
not used for the construction of said road; 
and it appears will not at any time be used 
for state road purposes, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the State Road Department, that the 
Chairman and the Secretary be and they 
are hereby authorized to execute and de¬ 
liver to the Trustees of the Internal Im¬ 
provement Fund a disclaimer of any right 
and easement held by the Department over 
property in Palm Beach County above de¬ 
scribed. 

AGREEMENT WITH ATLANTIC LAND 
AND IMPROVEMENT CO., R/W FOR 
DETOUR AND DETOUR BRIDGE 
FOR STATE ROAD 542 
NEAR DUNDEE 

The Board received a letter from Atlantic 
Land and Improvement Company, La Belle, 
Florida, written by J. R. Spratt, Manager 
Forest and Land Development, under date 
of October 2, 1949, pertaining to the grant 
of permission for the construction of the 
detour and detour bridge on the Company’s 
land adjacent to Job No. 1628-104, State 
Road 542, near Dundee, Polk County, Florida. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the provisions 
of the letter identified above be accepted 
fcr the construction of the temporary detour 
and detour bridge on land of the Atlantic 
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Improvement Company, adjacent to said Job 
No. 1628-104, State Road 542, near Dundee, 
Polk County, Florida. 

SPECIAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for (1) the establishment of special limited 
speed zones, (2) the modification of certain 
restrictions already set up, and/or the erec¬ 
tion of special traffic signs or lights, and 
in each case reviewed the report of the traf¬ 
fic investigation and the Engineer’s recom¬ 
mendation for that location. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Taylor, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that in each of the 
following cases where request has been re¬ 
ceived for special regulation of traffic, the 
recommendation of the Traffic Engineer be 
and it is hereby approved, as set out below: 

Johnson Memorial Bridge, State Road 30, 
Escambia County: Change the speed limit 
from 10 to 40 MPH. 

Lake Monroe Bridge and approaches, SR 
15, Seminole and Volusia Counties: Change 
the speed limit from 15 to 35 MPH; erect 
oversize reflectorized “Dangerous Curve” 
signs. 

Road 26 west of Gainesville: Zone 35 
MPH; erect signs. 

SR 5 through Edgewater, Volusia County: 
Change speed limit from 25 MPH to gradu¬ 
ated 45 MPH through town. 

SR 595, through Ozona and Palm Harbor, 
Pinellas County: Signs for 25 MPH limit 
through towns. 

SR 5, U. S. 1, through New Smyrna Beach: 
Graduated speed zone, 45-35-25-35-45 MPII 
signs through town. 

SR 35 intersection with Jarrell Park Rd., 
north of Wildwood, Sumter County: Pres¬ 
ent signs adequate. 

SR 25 at Rds. 66, 70 and 621, Highlands 
Co.: Flashing lights requested, denied. 

SR 235 in Town of Alachua, from 7th St. to 
SR 25: No change in signs needed. 

U. S. 1 in front of Riviera Beach Hotel, 
Volusia County: No beacon. Local hotel 
problem. 

Drive-in Theater, SR 20 east of Gaines¬ 
ville: No speed zone recommended. Theater 
should place warning sign at exit to SR. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
Maintenance Department be and it is hereby 
authorized and instructed to do all things 
necessary to carry out said recommenda¬ 
tions. 


BRAZILIAN OAK TREES ALONG ROADS 
IN GLADES TO BE TOPPED 
Requests from various civic clubs in the 
town of Belle Glade, Palm Beach County, 
that the Department take steps to have "11 


Brazilian Oak trees along state roads in 
the Glade section topped, were received and 
considered. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by 
M’r. Drake, the Board voted unanimously 
to grant the request for topping the Bra¬ 
zilian Oak trees along the state road in the 
Glade section, and authorized and instructed 
the Maintenance Department to make pro¬ 
visions for this work. 

CLAIM OF HARDAWAY CONTRACTING 
CO. ON OLD CONTRACT 4805-102, 
BAYOU CHICO BRIDGE, 
PENSACOLA 

Claim of Hardaway Contracting Company 
for extra work done in 1947 in connection 
with the dredging for the north approach 
fill to Bayou Chico Bridge, Pensacola, was 
presented to the Board for consideration, 
along with recommendations of the Division 
Engineer, State Highway Engineer and As¬ 
sistant State Highway Engineer that this 
bill be paid. The matter was referred to 
the Chairman, with full authority to act in 
accordance with the findings of his investi¬ 
gation. 

ADJUSTMENTS IN ANNUAL BUDGET OF 
OVERSEAS ROAD AND TOLL 
BRIDGE DISTRICT 

Requests from the Board of Commission¬ 
ers of the Overseas Road and Toll Bridge 
District for adjustments in the annual budget 
of said District were considered. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the following 
transfers be made within the Annual Budget 
of the Overseas Road and Toll Bridge Dis¬ 
trict, for readjustment of balances: 


From Acct. 500 to Acct. 100. $ 811.90 

From Acct. 500 to Acct. 200. 159.32 

From Acct. 700 to Acct. 200. 319.32 


From Acct. 700 to Acct. 300. 1,205.65 

From Acct. 700 to Acct. 400. 3,148.42 

From Acct. 700 to Acct. 600_ 2,421.58 

From Acct. 800 to Acct. 600 _ 16,822.03 


thus amending the Budget approved by the 
State Road Department on January 24, and 
amended on February 28, 1949 in the total 
sum of $613,000, to be itemized as follows: 

Maintenance ..... $ 25,391.90 

Operation . 31,558.64 

Supervision . 22,785.65 

Purchases „ .. 12,148.42 

Publicity . 12,500.00 

Contingency . 25.00 

Bridge painting . 156,243.61 

Resurfacing . 7,905.03 

Fill protection .. 41,177.97 

Bond service . 240,763.78 

Reserve . 62,500.00 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, since 
the revenue has exceeded the amount ex¬ 
pected, and the anticipated revenue from 
tolls is from $75,000 to $100,000 over the 
amount estimated when the annual budget 
was made, and since the Board of Commis¬ 
sioners desire to begin the development of 
wayside parks and beautification within the 
present fiscal year, and have made request 
of this Department that the item of $75,000 
be set up for Wayside Parks and Beautifica¬ 
tion, same being an addition to the budget 
prepared by the Commissioners of tne Dis¬ 
trict and approved by this Department at 
the beginning of the fiscal year, the State 
Road Department does hereby give its ap¬ 
proval to the addition of Item Wayside Parks 
and Beautification, in the amount of $75,000, 
said sum to be charged against the receipts 
from tolls, making a total budget in the 
sum of $688,000. 

AGREEMENT WITH MARION COUNTY 
REFUNDS FOR RIGHT OF WAY 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
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Mr. Barber, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the action of the 
Chairman and Secretary in entering into 
an agreement with Marion County, under 
date of November 1, 1949, covering advance 
of funds for acquisition of right of way 
within said county, to be repaid from funds 
remitted to the Department for expenditure 
within said Marion County, be and it is 
hereby approved and confirmed as the act 
of this Department. 

DELEGATIONS AND REQUESTS 

The Chairman presented Congressman 
Dwight 1. Roger* who addressed the meet¬ 
ing, pledging his cooperation in Washington 
in all problems of transportation, and mak¬ 
ing the statement that Congress realizes 
that roads have been neglected for other 
things but that now it is taking care of a 
road-building program. 

Mr. Brooks Bateman, General M'anager of 
the Overseas Road and Toll Bridge District, 
extended to the Road Board an invitation 
to hold a meeting at Pigeon Key at the 
convenience of the Department. 

Brevard County 

County Commissioner C. Sweet Smith, Jr., 
of Brevard County, told the Board that he 
was present again to request the construc¬ 
tion of Road 620. He said the people of his 
county were vitally interested in this road, 
that the survey has been completed and all 
rig-ht of way secured, and that he under¬ 
stood the plans have been completed. He 
assured the Department that the county 
would greatly appreciate anything that could 
be done for this road, as it is greatly needed. 

Browurd County 

The delegation from Broward County was 
joined by Congressman Dwight L. Rogers, 
and included Representative John S. Bur- 
well, Senator George W. Leaird, County 
Commissioners S. C. Fox, R. T. Gallion, 
C. B. Smith, W. E. Groene and Tony Sal- 
vino, County Engineer H. C. Davis, Ted 
Cabor, Clerk, T. B. Collins, Deputy Clerk, 
John U. Lloyd, County Attorney, and B. E. 
Lawton, County Agent. 

Mr. Fox stated their problem was bridges. 
He said they had held a joint informal 
meeting with the City Commission and had 
discussed the over-all need, but had net had 
the time to prepare any definite plan for 
presentation to the Department. He said 
they would like to confer with Mr. Barber 


to study the problems, that a definite plan 
might be prepared for presentation at the 
Budget Meeting. 

Mr. Barber advised the delegation that 
he had to view the situation in each county 
in his District as an over-all state problem. 
He spoke of a meeting held in Tallahassee 
regarding Las Olas Boulevard Bridge, con¬ 
sidered an emergency which might be fin¬ 
anced through the Florida State Improve¬ 
ment Commission, but that when the South- 
side Bridge came up for consideration, and 
then other bridges, no definite action had 
been taken. 

Mr. Bryan and Senator Leaird expressed 
the opinion that if Las Olas Bridge has to 
be a toll project, it would be a long time 
before the other bridge could be considered, 
and that it was probably advisable to con¬ 
sider both of them at one time, to be fin¬ 
anced together. 

Chairman McKethan explained that there 
are various ways of financing these projects, 
some good and some of them not so good, 
but that an over-all study of the situation, 
including traffic surveys by the Department, 
would determine whether or not the fin¬ 
ancing would be sound. He advised the 
delegation that it was up to the County to 
ask the Department to make surveys and 
offer recommendations. 

(’oilier County 

Mr. Ed Scott, Clerk of the Board of County 
Commissioners, and Mr. Fred Lowdermilk, 
City Manager of Naples, were present from 
Collier County. 

Mr. Scott stated that he wished to re¬ 
iterate their requests: (1) Reconditioning of 
the Tamiami Trail north of Naples; (2) Re¬ 
conditioning of the road from Carnestown 
west; (3) Reconstruction of the road from 
Carnestown into Everglades. He also spoke 
of their interest in the road to Marco Island. 
He said this has been surveyed and the 
right of way is assured, and he asked the 
Department to complete the plans and let 
the contract. 


Dade County 

The delegation from Dade County included 
Earl J. Reeder, Director of Traffic for Miami, 
Alvah Lee Hefty, Research Bureau of Miami, 
and Chelsie J. Senerchia, Director of En¬ 
gineering for M'iami. 

Mr. Reeder spoke in behalf of the Origin 
and Destination survey for Miami, saying 
the traffic situation was growing worse all 
the time. He pledged cooperation of their 
various Departments in furnishing informa¬ 
tion which would be of help in this survey, 
and urged that it be done as soon as pos¬ 
sible. The Chairman assured Mr. Reeder 
that the survey for the Miami area would 
be made as soon as the Department could 
get to it. 

.Manatee and Sarasota Counties 

The interests of Manatee and Sarasota 
Counties were represented by a delegation 
from the West Coast Area Council, regis¬ 
tered as follows: W. W. Moore, President, 
Paul Theilen, Member, and James Walsh, 
Business Representative, all of Manatee 
County, and they were joined by Ralph W. 
Correll, Sarasota, Chairman of the Trail 
Improvement Association. 

Mr. Walsh advised the Department that 
the West Coast Area Council represented 
15 organizations in Manatee and Sarasota 
Counties, and said they were interested in 
the section of road between Bradenton and 
Sarasota. He filed a map which he stated 
the organizations have been working on for 
this inter-city highway, which they believed 
would relieve the traffic congestion between 
the two cities. 

Chairman McKethan advised them that 
the Department had plans to give emergency 
relief to this area, but he would have the 
engineers check over the plan filed by the 
delegation. 

Martin County 

Messrs. A. A. Hendry and Harry F. Dyer, 
Attorney, were present from Martin County. 
M'r. Dyer spoke of a part of the right of 
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way held by the Department at the inter¬ 
section of Road 76 and Road 5 which ap¬ 
peared to be excess and not needed for road 
purposes. He asked that this be returned 
to the owner of adjacent property, Mr. 
C. H. Hardwick, who was willing to pay 
for this property. He was advised that this 
had already been authorized. 

Okeechobee County 

Representative W. J. Hendry, Chairman 
C. E. Drawdy of the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners, and T. W. Conely, Jr., Attorney, 
were present from Okeechobee County. 

Representative Hendry advised the Board 
that they were interested in getting the 
Bassenger Road constructed, or that part 
which could be done with their accumulated 
surplus funds. He also said they needed 
Road 15 from Okeechobee City north to Fort 
Drum, which should be rebuilt if possible, 
to serve its heavy truck traffic. He thanked 
the Board for that part of Road 15 from 
Okeechobee City south, also the part through 
Martin County which also serves his area. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by 
Mr. Taylor, the Board agreed that the one- 
mile section of Road 15 just north of Tay¬ 
lor Creek be taken care of just as soon as 
possible, as an emergency. 

Judge Conely said they were still interested 
in having Road 66 paved, and the Board of 
County Commissioners have passed a reso¬ 
lution authorizing the State Improvement 
Commission to issue bonds in the sum of 
$660,000.00, and he asked that a contract be 
let as early as possible covering this amount 
of work on this road. Chairman McKethan 
recommended that they defer this particular 
request until a definite statement can be 
made by the Department concerning the 
programs in the counties from the addi¬ 
tional lc tax passed by the recent session 
of the Legislature, and because the plans 
on this road would not be completed until 
about January next. 


the Department to let a supplemental con¬ 
tract for this work, as the property belongs 
to the Trustees of the Internal Improve¬ 
ment Fund. The matter was referred to 
the Department’s Attorney for investigation 
and recommendation. 

Pinellas County 

County Commissioners Andrew E. Potter 
and Edward H. Lavoie of Pinellas County, 
and Ralph Cooksey, representing the 9th 
Street Association of St. Petersburg, were 
present from Pinellas County. 

Mr. Potter invited the Department to hold 
its December meeting in Pinellas County; 
if this could not be done, then hold the 
March meeting there. 

His requests were as follows: (1) Widen¬ 
ing of Road 580, known as the Dunedin 
short cut, which he stated would relieve 
traffic when the Gulf Coast Highway is 
completed; (2) Pedestrian walkway on the 
Stevenson Creek Bridge, to relieve the dan¬ 
ger to pedestrians having to use this bridge; 
(3) Permission for a mobile unit for the 
blind to operate on Gandy Bridge. He ex¬ 
pressed his regret that the Road Board had 
not approved the operation of this mobile 
unit for the benefit of the blind, and re¬ 
quested reconsideration of this request. 
Chairman McKethan assured Mr. Potter 
that the Road Board was very sympathetic 
with the Blind, but felt that if the policy 
of the Department towards traffic hazards 
were changed to open the door in this case, 
there would be requests from other worthy 
causes, and if permission were granted to 
one it would have to be granted to all. 

Mr. Cooksey presented a plan which he 
believed would improve traffic conditions 
at the connection of 9th Street and 94th 
Avenue at Gandy Bridge. 

Polk County 

Senator Harry E. King was present from 
Polk County. He thanked the Road Board 


for what he considered a very fine thing 
in authorizing the construction of culverts 
on the road between Winter Haven and 
Dundee, also for the signal lights which 
have been installed at the Atlantic Coast 
Line Railroad crossing on this road. Sena¬ 
tor King also requested that an access road 
be built to the Citrus Experiment Station 
which, he stated, was probably the most 
outstanding station in the world. He said 
that part of the road w’as already there, and 
urged favorable action on this short piece 
of road, for which all citrus growers had 
petitioned. 

Senator King also spoke of the building 
which the Department of Agriculture is 
constructing in Winter Haven, costing ap¬ 
proximately one-half million dollars, and 
he asked the Department to give considera¬ 
tion to access roads to this building. 

MEMBER BARBER IN THE CHAIR 

At this point Chairman McKethan re¬ 
quested Mr. Barber to take the chair. 

ACCESS ROAD TO CITRUS 
EXPERIMENT STATION 

As the Member from the First District, 
Mr. McKethan moved that the access road 
to the Citrus Experiment Station be author¬ 
ized for immediate construction. On second 
by Mr. Drake, the motion was unanimously 
passed. 

McKETHAN RESUMES THE CHAIR 
Putnam County 

Senator B. C. Pearce, Representative T. B. 
Dowda, Mayor J. H. Millican, Jr. of Palatka, 
and D. C. Hayes, Chairman of the Board 
of Bond Trustees, were present from Put¬ 
nam County. 

Senator Pearce as their spokesman re¬ 
quested the Department to take over for 
maintenance the section of Road 26 from 
the east line of Alachua County to the in¬ 
tersection with Road 100 at Putnam Hall, 


Palm Beach County 

Messrs. M. C. Baker, Mayor, and W. T. 
Clark, City Engineer, of Lake Worth were 
present from Palm Beach County. Mr. Clark 
stated they were interested in the back¬ 
filling of the property between the right of 
way of Road A1A and the shore line at Lake 
Worth. He said there were about 1200 feet 
or approximately 5 acres of this area which 
had been declared a menace to health by 
the State Health Department, and the County 
is faced with the problem of filling it in, 
and has no money to pay for this work. 
He filed a plat showing the layout and asked 
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and filed resolution from the Board of Bond 
Trustees making this request, and pledging 
up to $3,000 out of its tax revenue for the 
year 1950 on the cost of a survey of this 
road; the resolution further requested the 
Department to expend on improvement of 
this road the funds due or allocated to Put¬ 
nam County from the emergency lc gas tax 
and other State and County funds allocated 
therefor, but made the reservation that this 
project is not being given a priority request 
over the construction of U. S. 17, State Road 
207, or the contemplated road from Salt 
Springs in Marion County to Palatka. 

MAINTENANCE OF ROAD 26 
On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by M'r. 
Barber, the Board authorized taking over 
for maintenance the section of Road 26 from 
the Alachua County line east to State Road 
100 at Putnam Hall, as of January 1, 1950. 

COMMUNITY OF ORANGE LAKE 
IN MARION COUNTY 
Mr. Drake read a petition received from 
the citizens of Orange Lake, in Marion 
County, asking that the designation of the 
south portion of that community be shown 
on road signs, maps and plats as Orange 
Lake instead of Proctor. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the Board authorized the use of the 
name Orange Lake for that entire com¬ 
munity in Marion County, including the por¬ 
tion formerly known as Proctor, on the road 
signs, road maps and plats made by the 
State Road Department. 

ENGINEERS FOR THE PI NELL AS- 
MANATEE BAY BRIDGE 
On motion by Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department that a contract be entered into 
with the Engineering firm of Parsons, Brick- 
erhoff, Hall & MacDonald, of New York 
in connection with the construction of the 
Pinellas-M'anatee Bay Crossing over Tampa 
Bay. 


ACQUISITION OF PARCEL OF LAND AT 
LAKE CITY 

The Board considered the acquisition of 
a parcel of land adjacent to the city of Lake 
City, a portion of which is desired to be 
used by the City of Lake City, another 
portion by Columbia County, and the re¬ 
mainder of which will form a part of a site 
for a State Road Department camp at Lake 
City. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the State Road 
Department shall cooperate with Columbia 
County and the City of Lake City in the 
acquisition of a parcel of land adjacent to 
the City of Lake City, a portion of which 
is to be used as a part for the site of the 
State Road Department camp at Lake City, 
such acquisition to be effected by purchase, 
condemnation or donation, as may be neces¬ 
sary, and the officers of the Department 
are authorized to take such action in con¬ 
nection with such acquisition as may be 
necessary. 

POLICY RE VENDING MACHINES IN 
ST AT E ROA I) I) E PA RTMENT 
BUILDINGS 

The Board received a communication from 
R. M. Grabel, District Supervisor, Vending 
Stand Department, Florida Council for the 
Blind, Tampa, requesting that the Depart¬ 
ment grant permission for the operation of 
vending machines in Road Department 
buildings. Mr. Drake pointed out that the 
Department should continue its present pol¬ 
icy of being opposed to granting of conces¬ 
sions in buildings under its supervision and 
made a motion for adoption of the follow¬ 
ing resolution, which motion was seconded 
by Mr. Barber and passed: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that it is deemed 
unwise at this time to grant a blanket per¬ 
mission for the operation of vending ma¬ 
chines in all buildings under the supervision 
of the Department. 


DEDICATION OF B. B. McCORMICK 
BRIDGE AND OPENING OF NEW 
JACKSONVILLE BEACH ROAD 
Mr. J. T. McCormick of Jacksonville Beach 
came before the meeting to advise the Board 
that work on the new Jacksonville-Jackson- 
ville Beach road has progressed far enough 
that a date could be set for the opening 
of this new road and dedication of the B. B. 
McCormick Bridge. He suggested December 
17 as a suitable date, at which time traffic 
could go over the road, although work would 
not be entirely completed by that time. He 
said the Chamber of Commerce desires the 
Road Board to meet with them, and if pos¬ 
sible to have the December letting there on 
December 17. Chairman M’cKethan told Mr. 
McCormick that this date would be consid¬ 
ered and he would be advised. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before 
the Board ready for action at this time, by 
common agreement to hold the December 
meeting in Tallahassee, on a date to be set 
by the Chairman, the meeting adjourned. 
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INVITATIONS FOR MEETINGS 
In addition to the invitations already pre¬ 
sented for future meetings, Mr. Drake filed 
an invitation of long standing from the City 
of Daytona Beach for a meeting to be held 
there, and the Chairman read a telegram 
from the Hillsborough County Commission¬ 
ers for the Department to hold its 1950 
Budget meeting in Tampa. A letter from 
the Mayfair Inn in Sanford, presented an 
invitation, which it was said was joined in 
by the City Commissioners rf Sanford, for 
a meeting to be held in Sanford, preferably 
in December. 
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GOVERNOR WARREN S MESSAGE 

(Continued from Page 5) 

Improvement Commission and this agency has begun an 
intensive follow-up selling job, each designed to meet the 
needs of the individual case. 

Perhaps some might think that I am too optimistic about 
the state’s industrial future. But I think it is significant 
that practical, hard-headed business men, entrusted with 
the investment of millions of dollars, share my view that 
Florida is only at the beginning of its potential growth. 
For example, it gave me pleasure only a few days ago to 
send the Palatka Chamber of Commerce a telegram of 
congratulations after it was announced that a $10,000,000 
electric plant will be built there. That plant happens to 
be only a small part of a vast expansion program by the 
Florida Power & Light Company, and the Palatka plant 
alone will have a capacity sufficient for a city of 200,000 
people. This program, and others planned by virtually 
every utility in the state, will make certain that as our 
industries increase the power will be available to operate 
them. 

The city of Palatka, which is fortunate in having such 
able governmental leaders as Senator 13. C. Pearce, is 
doubly fortunate in obtaining this strategic plant. 

Incidentally, there has been still another encouraging 
development in the industrial field during the past month. 
A. W. Higgins of St. Petersburg, president of the Florida 
Power Corporation, has been successful in arranging a 
tour of Florida by approximately one hundred of the out¬ 
standing insurance company financial men, bankers, 
security analysts, and financial engineers. 

The group on this tour may include such men as the 
president of the American Society of Mechanical Engi¬ 
neers, one of the outstanding directors of the International 
Minerals & Chemical Corporation, the president of Victor 
Chemical Company and the president of Minute Maid 
Corp. President Emil Schram of the New York Stock 
Exchange and Lammott du Pont also will be present on 
the tour. 

In my opinion, this tour will bring to Florida the most 
outstanding group of men in their fields we have had the 
pleasure of entertaining since the boom days of the mid 
twenties. Many of these agencies have never made in¬ 
vestments in Florida and their presence in Florida next 
week will give us a magnificent opportunity to sell them 


on our state’s golden future. The potential benefits that 
may accrue as a result of this chartered train’s trip through 
Florida can hardly be estimated. Naturally, I have ac¬ 
cepted Mr. Higgins’ invitation to meet this group. I expect 
to spend at least one full day with them and will do every¬ 
thing I can to show them that Florida offers opportunities 
for profitable industrial investment unparalleled anywhere 
in the world. 

Just as an example, the group on this tour will be taken 
through a pilot plant of Minute Maid Corp. where citrus 
rinds, considered useless only a few years ago, are con¬ 
verted into a plastic or cellulose material which will be 
worth from $175 to $200 a ton. 

Let us examine a few recent examples which show that 
conditions in Florida are favorable for the right kind of 
industrial expansion. As a matter of fact, the most phenom¬ 
enal growth of any industry in modern times probably 
has been that of the Florida frozen citrus concentrates. 
Three years ago some 200,000 gallons of concentrate were 
produced in Florida. Last year the figure had jumped 
to 10,000,000 gallons, and the prospects for the current 
season are for 24,000,000 gallons. Fourteen plants have 
been constructed and put in operation in the last four 
years. This is big industry, and it has stabilized our citrus 
market more than any other single development in the 
field. 

The growth of this industry is the direct result of organ¬ 
ized research and the cooperation of government and busi¬ 
nessmen. The basic principles on which the industry was 
founded have been known for years, but only during the 
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last eight or ten years, under the leadership of scientists 
at our State Agricultural Experiment Station, have the 
practical industrial processes been worked out. 

We should glance briefly at some of our other industrial 
potentials. For example, Florida has tremendous deposits 
of limestone, and over the years these deposits have been 
used primarily for road building and fertilizer. Very little 
has gone into building construction, while at the same 
time we have imported many millions of tons of hydrated 
lime for plaster and finish work. I am happy to say that 
a group of Florida capitalists now is projecting a lime 
burning plant which will permit us to use a native resource 
for a high-value product. 

My friends, I do not say that a new process for using 
limestone is necessarily the key that will unlock the door 
to Florida's great industrial future. But I do say that we 
will find the key because we now have achieved the 
organization, the cooperation and the coordinated effort 
to do the job. I say that because we have found the right 
formula for eventual success—organized research, business 
and industrial know-how and, above all, teamwork by all 
the people of Florida. 

To mention one more example, we import into Florida 
far too large a quantity of the ceramic products we use in 
finished form—and pay other area the high wages and 
profits it takes to produce these products. In all Florida 
except the extreme Southern tip, we have extensive clay 
deposits ranging in quality from extraordinarily fine to 
poor. Research to treat these clays properly to produce 
everything from brick to the finest pottery must be pushed 
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aggressively, and I am glad to report that the state's Indus¬ 
trial and Engineering Experiment Station already is taking 
the lead in this work. 

Once again, the answer is the same. Our vast clay de¬ 
posits may not be the key to expanded industrial develop¬ 
ment but we can be assured we will find the key. We 
know we have the industrial potential and we know we 
have assembled a team which will work together to bring 
us the stabilized prosperity which accompanies the right 
kind of industrial expansion. The type of teamwork we 
need and are beginning to get for the first time was best 
described by the poet Homer when he said: “Light is 
the task when many share the toil.” 

I say the right kind of industrial expansion because 
there are certain types of industry which are especially 
suited to Florida and which will benefit the state and its 
people far more than others. Most of us, when we think 
of industrial development, picture huge factories with 
enormous smokestacks belching smoke. But Mr. McGregor 
Smith, the chairman of our Industrial Development Coun¬ 
cil, has different ideas on the subject as far as Florida is 
concerned. Mr. Smith, as president of the Florida Power 
and Light Company, has been active for some years in 
attempting to attract new industries to Florida and I be¬ 
lieve his ideas on this particular subject are completely 
sound and logical. He and some of the other business 
and industrial executives on the Council with whom I 
have talked are convinced that we would be wasting our 
time if we tried to persuade the automobile industry to 
move from Detroit to Tampa or the rubber industry to 


Florida Crushed Stone Company 

"BROOKSVILLE STONE" 

WASHED - CRUSHED - SIZED 

FOR ALL PURPOSES 

Main Office: Ocala, Florida 

H. N. Camp, President S. L. Kilgore, Sales Mgr. 

Quarries: 

CONROCK, FLA. GAY, FLA. 


LYKES BROS. 

Incorporated 

“MEATS” 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 


DECEMBER 1949 


Forty-three 





































move from Akron to Jacksonville. In the first place, these 
industries involve tremendous quantities of raw materials 
which would have to be shipped from distant points to 
Florida. Moreover, much of the work is done either by 
machinery or by unskilled or semi-skilled labor and the 
economic benefits to Florida as a whole would be ques¬ 
tionable. 

But there is another type of industry which we believe 
is ideal for Florida. That is manufacturing processes 
which require such small amounts of raw materials they 
could be carried in your hand, and the work of many 
technicians. For example, as Mr. Smith points out, if a 
watch manufacturer decided to locate a factory in Florida 
the decision would be beneficial to the manufacturer, to 
the people who work for him, and to the community which 
he selected as a plant site. I believe the factory owner's 
profits would increase because labor costs—a principal 
element in this type of operation—would be reduced. Our 
healthful climate, as statistics show, helps cut down 
absenteeism and turnover and increases the productivity 
of workers. In turn, the workers, being for the most part 
skilled technicians with high wage scales, would help 
Florida by their added purchasing power. As for the 
workers themselves, they would have the opportunity to 
live in Florida, a land which naturally is a kind of paradise 
to people now compelled to reside in the snow-bound 
north. 

I mention a watch factory because it is an example that 
comes readily to mind. But there are many other types 


of factories which would be desirable for Florida for 
exactly the same reasons. And I believe our team will be 
able to bring some of them to Florida. 

It must be plain to all of us in Florida that our economy 
is somewhat like a three-legged stool. We depend upon 
three things—agriculture, the tourist industry, and indus¬ 
trial manufacturing. We must do everything possible to 
strengthen and stabilize all three and none should be 
neglected because of concentrated effort on the other two. 
For example, I have outlined to you how we have started 
an intensive drive to obtain more payrolls. 

But at the same time, we are continuing and increasing 
our efforts to build up our tourist trade and to stabilize 
Florida agriculture at profitable levels. As I told you last 
month, all available statistics on advance hotel reserva¬ 
tions and incoming automobile traffic indicate we will 
have the finest winter tourist season in our history. But 
we are not sitting back and assuming that our tourist 
trade will continue to grow without effort on our part. 
Every month advertisements specifically designed to bring 
more tourists to Florida are appearing in publications 
throughout the nation. And so that our visitors will be 
quickly assured of a warm welcome here we have set up 
a hospitality house at the Florida-Georgia line. Here new 
visitors are given free orange juice, information about our 
state and its attractions, and a cordial Welcome to the 
year-round state. * • ' !! T 1 

However, I want to remind you that every person in 
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Florida has an important part to play in making our visitors 
feel welcome. The state has begun the job by setting up 
a hospitality house, but it is important that each and every 
one of us make a special effort to make our tourists know 
that we are glad to see them. I feel sure that if we can 
give them this feeling of being welcome, they will not 
only come back to visit us again but will become walking 
advertisements for the year-round state when they return 
to their homes. Courtesy and genuine friendliness to 
visitors can do more than any other single thing to keep 
our tourist trade expanding. Law enforcement officers, 
particularly traffic officers, have an especially fine op¬ 
portunity to show our visitors that they are welcome here, 
and I want to take this opportunity to urge all officers to 
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make a special effort to be courteous, polite and obliging 
to tourists. 

In addition to trying constantly to attract more tourists, 
we are doing our utmost to make Florida a safer and 
better state for both visitors and residents. 

Our campaign for highway safety is showing real results 
and the rate of fatal automobile accidents has been re¬ 
duced 15 per cent during the past year. In 1948 through 
the month of September, 506 persons were killed in auto¬ 
mobile accidents on Florida highways. But for the same 
period this year the number had declined to 435, and I 
think we can take pride in the fact that our continuing 
campaign for highway safety was responsible for saving 
71 lives. The record is all the more impressive when we 
consider that far more automobiles are now using Florida 
highways than ever before. 

Besides making our highways safer, we are making 
great strides in providing adequate hospital and health 
center facilities for all our people. The State Improve¬ 
ment Commission has been successful in obtaining federal 
help to begin a vast and comprehensive hospital construc¬ 
tion program. When completed, this program will enable 
us to build about $50,000,000 worth of new hospitals and 
health centers. By doing this, we will put a well-equipped, 
modern hospital within 25 miles of 99 per cent of all 
Florida homes and a modern public health center will be 
within 20 miles of practically every family in Florida. 

I think all of us should keep in mind, however, that 
much of this hospital construction program is made possi¬ 
ble only because the 1949 special session strengthened 
local community financial structures so that counties and 
cities are able to raise money for their shares of the cost. 
In other words, these grants from the federal government 
would have been lost had we not been able to pay our 
share. It seems obvious to me that those who benefit 
from new hospitals should be eternally grateful to men 
like Senator W. A. Shands of Gainesville, who had the 
vision to see that Florida could not continue to progress 
unless its cities and counties were operating on a sound 
financial footing. I think it is significant that the members 
of the 1949 Legislature, the people who certainly are in 
ihe best position to judge, voted Senator Shands the Allen 
Morris Cracker Politics award as the most valuable mem¬ 
ber of the entire legislative body. I congratulate Senator 
Shands on this splendid recognition and I congratulate 
his fellow lawmakers on their wise choice. I am looking 
forward to a luncheon in Senator Shands’ honor at Gaines¬ 
ville Friday, December 9. At that time, the state’s gov¬ 
ernmental leaders will pay their respects to Senator Shands 
and he will receive a plaque as the most valuable member 
of the Legislature. 

Yes, with industry, agriculture and the tourist business 
moving forward together, we can look to the future with 
confidence. And the most encouraging factor of all is 
that the people of Florida, with sectional lines vanishing 
and a spirit of cooperation apparent on every hand, are 
showing more and more that they realize the wisdom of 
that quotation I gave you a moment ago: “Light is the 
task when many share the toil.” 
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SRD Dedicates Information House 

(Continued from Page 7) 

6 p.m. daily. A state highway patrol¬ 
man is on duty at the center. 

There are plenty of road maps and 
other data on hand at the center. If 
the tourist does not have a map of 
Florida, he is given one. If he has 
one, picked up in some other state, it 
is properly marked for him by one of 
the young women, showing how he 
can reach his destination over the best 
roads and where he should stop en 
route to see some of the state’s finest 
attractions. 

As pictures reveal, the information 
center is a modernistic building. It 
was built just south of St. Mary’s 
River, dividing line between Florida 
and Georgia, on what formerly was a 
stretch of unsightly swampland. 

Today inbound tourists see rolling 
green lawns, palm trees, picnic 
houses, complete with cook stoves. In 
addition, there is a large parking area, 
beautified with palm trees and flow¬ 
ering plants. 

The building and its surroundings 
are in sharp contrast to the last few 
miles of Georgia roadside before St. 
Mary’s River is reached. On the north 
side of the river, U. S. 17 runs through 
uninhabited swamp toward the river. 

It was a big day for Nassau County 
when the center was dedicated. 


Schools were recessed at noon to 
allow the students to attend. Fernan- 
dina’s high school band, dressed in 
snappy blue and white trimmed uni¬ 
forms, provided music. 

Governor Warren dedicated the 
center to closer, warmer and better 
relations with the rest of the United 
States. He made the principal ad¬ 
dress, and said erection of the center 
is a new venture by Florida for good¬ 
will and good fellowship. He de¬ 
scribed it as a visual and tangible 
feeling of welcome to the thousands 
of tourists who will stop there. 

The chief executive also said the 
center represented to him “a new di¬ 
mension in good fellowship, a new 
dimension in bringing all the human 
family closer together.” He pre¬ 
dicted that “more and more tourists 
will be coming to Florida to seek our 
sunshine and hospitality in the 
future.” 

Mrs. Warren, whom the Governor 
married last June, officially opened 
the attractive brick constructed cen¬ 
ter by cutting a ribbon placed across 
the door. This was Mrs. Warren’s 
first visit to Nassau County and she 
said she enjoyed “every minute there.” 

Other speakers at the dedication 
were Chairman McKethan; State 
Sen. John E. Mathews of Duval 
County; State Sen. A. G. McArthur of 


Nassau County; J. Glover Taylor of 
Jacksonville, road board member for 
the Second District; State Rep. 
Leonard McKendree of Nassau Coun¬ 
ty; Merrill Barber of Vero Beach, and 
Col. Charles A. Coffin of Richland, 
Ga., representing the Georgia State 
Department of Agriculture. 

McKethan was master of cere¬ 
monies. 

Credit for the idea of the center 
went to S. Ken Guernsey of Jackson¬ 
ville, who initiated it while a member 
of the state road board under Gov. 
Millard F. Caldwell. The program 
was completed after Governor War¬ 
ren was inaugurated. 
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History Along Florida Roads 
(Continued from Page 11) 
tecture of the nineteenth century 
stands today as the focal point of Fort 
Clinch State Park, and is the largest 
historic site in state ownership. 

The peaceful development of Flor¬ 
ida was once again to be interrupted 
by war. South Carolina seceded from 
the Union, to be followed shortly by 
other Southern states, including Flor¬ 
ida. At first, Confederate forces oc¬ 
cupied Ft. Clinch, but in 1862 their 
position became untenable and they 
withdrew. Federal forces occupied 
the fort for the remainder of the war. 

Mute evidence of the Confederate 
defense of Florida is found in Torreya 
State Park in the form of embank¬ 
ments and gun pits erected for Con¬ 
federate batteries on the bluffs above 
the Apalachicola River. These gun 
positions were designed to defend this 
vital waterway which reached north¬ 
ward into the heart of the cotton belt. 

Our most important monument to 
the War Between the States lies on 
U. S. Highway 90 between Lake City 
and Jacksonville. This is Olustee Bat¬ 
tlefield State Monument. Here in 
February of 1864 a Union force, ad¬ 
vancing westward from Jacksonville, 
was met by a Confederate force. The 
battle which ensued was the largest 
and bloodiest fought in Florida during 
the war. It resulted in a complete 
Confederate victory. 

The site of the Battle of Natural 
Bridge, southeast of Tallahassee, is 
also a State Monument. The site is 
marked with a monument, and by the 
presence of earthworks. The defeat 
of a Federal force at this battle ended 
an attempt to capture Tallahassee, 
which remained, as a result, the only 
Confederate capitol east of the Mis¬ 
sissippi never captured by the Union. 


A monument in Marianna com¬ 
memorates an engagement in 1864 
which resulted in the loss of 60 of the 
Confederate force. In DeFuniak 
Springs is located the first Confed¬ 
erate monument erected in Florida. 
It was built in 1871. The Gamble 
Mansion* mentioned earlier, provided 
a place of refuge for Judah P. Benja¬ 
min, Confederate Secretary of State, 
during his flight from this country. 

From Then to Now 

In our story we have come only as 
far as the end of the War Between 
the States. History does not end 
there, it continues to the present 
moment, and most of Florida’s spec¬ 
tacular development is certainly more 
recent than our end point. But, from 
the practical point of view, the 
choosing of sites of outstanding his¬ 
toric importance needs the perspec¬ 
tive provided by time. Exceptions 
occur; no one could doubt at this 
moment that the atom scorched earth 
in New Mexico is a historic site. 

In areas procured primarily for 
recreational and scenic reasons we 
have several sites of more recent days. 
In Anastasia State Park near St. 
Augustine, we have the roadbed of 
Flagler’s trolly line to the beach. 
Since our parks and monuments are 
planned for posterity we may imagine 
that some day this earthen ridge will 
be an historic tie to the period of 
rapid development of Florida as a 
tourist state. 

All together we have 29 historic 
sites in the present Florida Park Serv¬ 
ice holdings. Nine of these, or pos¬ 
sibly ten, are of sufficient state-wide 
importance, in terms of the story that 
they have to tell, to be called State 
Monuments. The others, too, have 
interesting stories, but are more 
limited in their importance. The vast 


and colorful panorama of Florida his¬ 
tory is but feebly presented by the 
existing sites; we have seen that from 
1513 to 1783 we have but a single 
minor site. When we do acquire and 
develop a system of State Monuments 
which tells the story of Florida, we 
will have an asset of inestimable 
value to tourist and resident alike. 
The several millenia of Indian prehis¬ 
tory and the four centuries and five 
flags of history will take on more 
meaning to the people of the state. 


Professional Engineers Meet 

(Continued from Page 13) 
by telling the public we are doing a good 
job, and last but not least WHY we are do¬ 
ing the job. After all, engineering works 
stem from the public and they are entitled 
to know why the job is being done as it is. 

First, we must do a good job for if we 
don’t we have nothing to talk about. Sec¬ 
ondly, tell the public we are doing a good 
job. Our major weakness is that we fail to 
keep the public informed. Thirdly, it is 
very important to tell the public WHY we 
are doing the job as we are. Criticism from 
an uninformed public is thereby avoided. 
An honest, frank and straight forward dis¬ 
cussion of proposed public works will satisfy 
the majority of the people. There are always 
a disgruntled few, but fortunately they are 
a small minority group. 

The most important way to advance public 
relations is by personal contact. Every day, 
all of us meet the average citizen in our 
work of making a livelihood. Listen to his 
problems and seize this opportunity to tell 
him the importance of engineering in his 
daily life. Before we can sell our services, 
we must first sell ourselves to the public, 
and the way to accomplish that is through 
a sound program of establishing cordial rela¬ 
tions with the public. 
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“TAGGING” FLORIDA CARS 

(Continued from Page 15) 

tag?” The anxiety leaves (and usually the cop, too) when 
the tourist explains, “We only have one in Florida.” Most 
states require two tags. 

Florida’s 1950 plates bear the University of Florida 
colors with raised blue letters on an orange background. 
A future tag may be in garnet and gold to honor Florida 
State University. 

The “Sunshine State” slogan on the new tag was used 
for the first time on 1949 tags. Other states also use 
slogans and some go in for art work. Montana and 
Pennsylvania plates enclose the numbers in a map outline 
of the state. Wyoming tags carry a figure of a cowboy 
riding a bucking bronco and a pelican adorns the Louisi¬ 
ana license plates. 

Only a few special tags are made in Florida with the 
outstanding example being the number “1” plate without 
a county designation which goes to the governor. By 
custom some 000-000 plates, not valid as licenses, are 
made for the Motor Vehicle Commissioner to send as 
samples to other states and to give to his friends. An act 
of the 1949 Legislature permits licensed amateur radio 


station operators, by paying an extra $1, to get tags 
inscribed with their station call letters in lieu of numbers. 

Motor vehicle owners may reserve favored numbers by 
paying a $1 fee to county tax collectors or at the MVC 
agency. Over 300 tags were reserved at the MVC office 
alone, State Tag Agent Wayne Howell reported. The fees 
go to the State Welfare Board to be used for aiding 
dependent children. 

People reserve certain numbers for “various and sundry 
reasons,” Howell said. Numerals are sought to correspond 
with telephone or house numbers or the year. Supersti¬ 
tion causes some folks to ask for combinations of “lucky 
numbers,” and some car owners just want to keep the 
same tag number every year. 

But whether or not they reserve special numbers, all 
motor vehicle owners who have children in Florida schools 
or who are gainfully employed in the state, are required 
to buy new tags between December 1 and the January 15 
deadline each year. And for this year, less than half a 
century after the first license was sold, it is predicted that 
over a million vehicles will travel the highways bearing 
1950 Florida tags. 
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County Activities and Personalities 


St. Lucie County Commission, by a 
unanimous vote, will employ a Coun¬ 
ty Manager. Such an employe will be 
in full charge of all county construc¬ 
tion activities, roads, bridges and re¬ 
pairing. The motion for a county 
manager was introduced by Commis¬ 
sioner J. B. Brewer, who said he had 
wanted such an official for several 
years. 

Gadsden County Commissioners at 
their regular meeting in November 
opened bids for new equipment and 
let contracts for an outlay of $210,419, 
which included the trade-in value of 
a quantity of used equipment. The 
new equipment consisted of a new 
motor grader, six trucks with dump 
bodies, a pickup truck and a passenger 
car. 

Polk County Commissioners named 
Miss Lois Phillips, a former resident 
of Lake Wales, to the new position of 
County Hospital Manager. As man¬ 
ager she is assigned "full charge of 
hospital administration/' Assisting her 
will be Miss Maude Nelson, hospital 
investigator. 

Hubert C. Gooch, well-known local 
resident and former city manager of 
St. Augustine, was appointed county 
manager, road superintendent, and 
warden in November at the monthly 


meeting of the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of St. Johns County. 

R. B. Thomas, member of the 
Board of County Commissioners of 
Columbia County scored another big 
bear to his credit early in November, 
to the benefit of livestock in his neigh¬ 
borhood eight or nine miles north of 
Lake City. Mr. Thomas was away 
from home and returned to find that 
a bear had called during his absence 
and slaughtered a hog. Taking the 
trail with his dogs he found the bear 
and shot him. He weighed 250 
pounds. 

Duval County Commissioner Ed¬ 
ward I. Acosta and Arthur N. Sollee, 
county engineer, attended the annual 
meeting of the American Road Build¬ 
ers Association held in Washington, 
D. C. early in November. Duval 
County usually is represented at the 
annual sessions where particular em¬ 
phasis is placed on new techniques in 
road building leading to economy or 
better construction. 

Maynard Evans, chairman of the 
Orange County Commissioners, an¬ 
nounced recently that Orange County 
will have voting machines by 1952. 
The machines will cost from $100,000 
to $150,000 for the estimated 80 to 
100 that will be needed. It was just 


a year ago that Orange County voters 
tvent to the polls to cast an over¬ 
whelming ballot in favor of purchase 
of the machines. 

A two-acre gravel pit was pur¬ 
chased recently by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Holmes 
County to furnish gravel and sand 
which will be placed where needed on 
the hills and "slick" places of the 
county road system. Commissioner 
[. P. Bush said that there was enough 
gravel in the two acres to take care of 
all of the county's needs for many 
years to come. 
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HISTORY OF ICE MAKING 


A monument stands at Apalachi¬ 
cola, Florida, in memory of a man 
who by his invention of a century ago 
made possible a much more healthful 
and enjoyable life. For, it was there 
that Dr. John Gorrie invented the first 
ice-making machine in America. The 
ice from this invention of 1850 was 
then used for cooling sick rooms and 
treating fevers. There is also a monu¬ 
ment in our nation’s capitol to remind 
the country of its debt to this great 
benefactor. 

Imagine the discomfort of modern 
life if it were necessary to depend 
upon nature for ice as was the case a 
few centuries ago. It would mean far 
less meat, butter and fresh milk in our 
large cities. Year-round supplies of 
fresh fruits and vegetables would not 
be available all over the country. 
Fresh seafoods would not reach our 
inland areas. And how would we get 
along without cold drinks, salads and 
desserts, ice cream, chocolate and 
chewing gum? 

The ease with which we can secure 
ice today is not only responsible for 
the wide distribution of perishable 
foods but does much to ease the pain 
and discomfort of illness. 

The ancient Egyptians made ice by 
filling shallow porous pans with 
water in the early evening. By morn¬ 
ing thin layers of ice would be har¬ 
vested for the day’s supply. The early 
Greeks also knew how to make ice in 
small quantities by using the principle 
of rapid evaporation of water through 
porous vessels. Large clay jars were 
placed on roof tops where all night 
long they were sprinkled by slaves. 
The Romans brought down snow 
from the mountains and stored it in 
covered pits for later use. On one of 
his journeys to Asia, Marco Polo 
learned the secrets of making water 
and milk ices and brought back the 
recipes to Italy in the latter part of 
the 13th century. For centuries, 
however, such icing of food was avail¬ 
able only to the chosen few, while the 
multitudes suffered from eating 
spoiled and unappetizing foods. 

The many ponds, streams and lakes 


in America provided an abundance of 
natural ice and in 1803 a patent was 
granted on the first ice refrigerator 
invented in the United States. By 1830 
ice was being delivered to homes in 
most large cities and towns. 

The transportation of ice to the 
regions which suffered most from 
summer heat became a large industry. 
Ice was shipped to the South, to the 
West Indies, to Brazil, India and 
China. Frederick Tudor, of Boston, 
was a pioneer in this trade and be¬ 
came known as the “Ice King of the 
World.” 

Dr. Gorrie’s invention of the ice¬ 
making machine was the result of 
man’s scientific development over the 
years. By the experiments of Galileo, 
Boyle, Fahrenheit, Priestly and Fara¬ 
day, man’s knowledge of heat, pres¬ 
sure and the behavior of gases was 
widened and finally made it possible 
for him to make ice by machinery. 
Ferdinand P. E. Carre of Paris de¬ 
veloped the first ice machine using 
the principle of ammonia absorption. 
One of these machines was run 
through the blockade during the War 
Between the States in 1863 and later 
set up at Gretna, Louisiana. Six years 
later there were four ice plants in this 
country. 

Finding that ice could be manu¬ 
factured for less than it cost to have 
it shipped, the South was at first the 
greatest user of the ice-making 
machine. But a short and mild winter 
in 1890 caused a great shortage of ice 
all over the country and increased the 
demand for manufactured ice. The 
volume of ice was divided about 
equally between the two kinds by 
1914. 

Today, there are nearly 7,000 ice¬ 
manufacturing plants in the United 
States. The latest scientific methods 
have been used to perfect the manu¬ 
facturing processes so that the more 
than two hundred and eighty million 
pounds of ice used daily is pure, 
sparkling and crystal clear. Ice plays 
an important part in the transporta¬ 
tion of food on long distances from 
market to the family dinner tables. 


The country owes a great deal to Dr. 
John Gorrie for his part in making 
this a more sanitary and enjoyable 
life. 
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A century ago a Floridian, Dr. John Gorrie, invented the ICE 
Machine — Now, after a Century of Progress . . . ICE has more 
than 1,000 uses . . . 
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